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Salen Primary School Success at the Total Green School Awards 

Eco-schools lead teacher Miss Catriona MacPhail recently entered Salen Primary 

School into the Green School Awards, run by the Young Peoples Trust for the            

Environment. 

Miss.MacPhail entered the school for the ongoing 

work carried out both in the school grounds and in 

the classroom, including: setting up mini-beast     

habitats, a hedgehog hide, bird boxes and bat boxes, 

tree planting, planting fruit and veg which is then   

harvested and used, taking part in the Great Plant 

Hunt, class project on trees and forestry, growing     

butterflies and recording the weather.  

 

Once the school learned they had won the competition, they were invited to take    

pupils and staff to Edinburgh to collect their award.  The Young Peoples Trust            

arranged and paid for the transport, accommodation and meals for the school who 

took 26 children from P 3, 4 and 5. 

 

Pupils and staff from the school travelled down the night before and stayed in a youth 

hostel.  In the morning they went to Dynamic Earth, which opened early, especially 

for the school to get a tour prior to the Award Ceremony.  A mixture of celebrities, an 

arctic explorer , an MSP and executives from TOTAL all attended the ceremony and 

the school also received a certificate and a cheque for £500 for winning their        

category. 

All the entries were eligible for the Regional Champions award which was                

announced at the ceremony and I am delighted to report that Salen were chosen as 

the Regional Champions 2011.  The judges were impressed by the work being       

carried out on an ongoing basis within the school and so 

the school received another certificate, a lovely trophy 

of a seal and its pup along with another cheque for £500. 

The children and staff thoroughly enjoyed their trip and 

the overall experience.  The money will be put to very 

good use taking forward the eco-work within the school. 

 



Page 2 

Dunoon Grammar School Raise a Laugh 

at the Edinburgh Fringe 

Every teacher in the country has a story 

concerning the class comic, but staff at 

Dunoon Grammar School can now boast 

about the entire class of comics who took 

the Edinburgh Fringe Festival by storm. 

 

Twenty four pupils from the school took 

part in a comedy workshop at the amazing 

inflatable BBC venue. Pupils wrote and 

presented a diverse range of hilarious 

comedy acts  including stand up routines, 

slapstick sketches and music parodies. 

 

As well as delivering comedy routines on 

the stage, pupils took it in turns to film   

performances and record audio. Ed Byrne, 

star of TV panel shows including Mock the 

Week and Never Mind the Buzzcocks 

joined the pupils for an in depth interview, 

with pupils asking a range of  questions 

about his life as an international comic   

performer. 

 

Ed was happy to give his honest and witty 

opinions on a range of pertinent topics    

including plagiarism and the use foul     

language in comedy routines. He also 

shared invaluable advice to pupils        

considering comedy as a career. Footage 

of the workshop, comedy performances 

and interview with Ed Byrne will shortly be 

made available on the BBC website. S6   

pupil Craig Whitefield who performed 

stand up at the event commented,  
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“We were given great advice both from the 

BBC and Ed Byrne on how stand up works 

and also the technical side of sound and 

visuals. A great time was had by all - it 

was informative but also really good fun." 

Oban High Pupils visit  

               Glasgow School of Art   

An eye opening day was spent at the      

Glasgow school of Art Degree Show          

recently by pupils from Oban High School. 

S4 students viewed the wide range of        

interesting and sometimes provocative 

work which ranged from stunning textiles 

designs to outlandish environmental     

sculpture. They also enjoyed exploring the 

world renowned Mackintosh building.  

A select group of the school‟s senior art 

specialists are enrolled on the art school 

ACES project so this enabled them to spend 

time learning about art school life from    

current under-graduates including how to 

prepare for application. The pupils were 

then given specialist tours around the      

Degree Show. Some of those involved also 

attended Drawing Workshops at GSA      

during the summer break. The pupils are to 

be commended for their good company 

and excellent behaviour with a special 

mention for the winners of the Outrageous 

Socks competition ! 
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Success for Kintyre Schools Pipe Band 

The Kintyre Schools Pipe Band has had 

tremendous success this season winning 

the following championships in the      

Novice Juvenile sections: 

 

British Champions at Annan European 

Champions at Stormont Estate in Belfast 

World Champions at Glasgow Green 

also taking first for the drum corps 

 

At both the British and the World events 

there were over 20 bands competing so 

Kintyre Schools did well to come top.  

This is a marvellous result after all the 

hard work, especially for Pipe Major Iain 

McKerral and his band of volunteers who 

help to get the young pipers and       

drummers of Campbeltown to such a high 

standard. 

 

All members of the band now attend 

Campbeltown Grammar School (some 

just entering first year) but have studied 

piping and drumming in all the feeder 

primaries since P5. 
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St Columba’s Pupils—UK Winner’s of 

Cooking Competition 

A group of P5/6 pupils from St Columba's 

Primary in Oban entered the 'Active Kids Get 

Cooking Special Challenge', an annual     

cooking competition for pupils across the UK 

to promote healthy eating.  Having won the 

Scottish round with their "Beef stew crumble 

strumble”, class representatives, Lewis 

Parker and Lucy Croarkin were in London on 

Tuesday 29 June to see their entry, cooked 

by a master chef, declared overall UK      

winner.  They came home with a cheque for 

£500 for the school.  A special thank you to 

Mrs Lockhart (Classroom Assistant) who 

worked with the children to develop their 

innovative recipe.  Head Teacher Sarah Jane 

MacSween thought this was a great    

achievement for St Columba's, a result of 

hard work, team work and creative thinking.  

It was great for her as she was the chief 

taster and it was no surprise that the children 

did so well.  She could not be more proud 

and thought it was a terrific way to end the 

school year! 

 

Prize winner was announced by Justin King 

(Chief Executive Sanisburys) and award         

presented by Levi Hoods 
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Young Scot Wins Gold Hercules Award 

                                            

 Young Scot National Entitlement Card is a 

member of the European Youth Card    

Association (EYCA), a non profit              

organisation that represents 40 youth 

cards in 38 countries, issuing cards to 

more than four million young people 

across Europe. 

Each year EYCA presents Hercules 

Awards to the members who have 

achieved the most and delivered the best 

card.  This year Scotland won the Gold 

Hercules Award, the highest honour the 

association can give. 

Last month Young Scot picked up the 

award at the EYCA conference in           

Amsterdam on behalf of the 32 Dialogue 

Youth units across Scotland, including   

Argyll and Bute. 

Argyll and Bute, which has over 15,000 

cardholders, are very proud of their card; 

The only local card left in Scotland.  As 

well as the discounts; 200,000 across the 

38 countries, 1400 across Scotland and 

over 100 local discounts getting young 

people discounts at some of the best  

places to eat, shop and be entertained;  

The PASS voluntary Proof of Age Standard 

Scheme;  The card also serves local      

services including Cashless Catering, 

school transport school library access 

and the Helensburgh 21 initiative. 
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A fantastic future development of the card is 

a national reward scheme which will be 

rolled out in the near future.  The reward 

scheme builds on lessons learned from the 

success of private sector loyalty schemes to 

use the concept of points and rewards,    

managed through an online portal, to         

encourage young people to participate in 

positive activities which benefit themselves 

and their communities. 

 

For partners, the rewards platform provides 

a practical tool to communicate and engage 

with young people, as well as recognise and 

celebrate their participation.  With around 

400,000 Young Scot National Entitlement 

(NEC) cardholders aged 11-26, it has the   

potential to have considerable impact on 

young people in Scotland. 

 

To find out more about, Young Scot, the card 

or any of the other services visit 

www.youngscot.org/argyllandbute or      

contact Roanna or Emily on 

youngscot@argyll-bute.gov.uk  

 

Sk8 Park Bute 

Members of Sk8 Park Bute have been   

spending the last few weeks deciding on the 

design and content for the new website 

which will be up and running soon. The 

group already have their own page on    

Facebook which is helping to raise the 

groups profile nationally and internationally, 

with even the great skater himself Tony 

Hawk “liking” the group! They have also 

been exploring skate park designs, the      

associated costs and are looking to visit 

other skate parks to get a feel for their        

designs etc.  There is also a great deal of 

competition amongst the group with regard 

to creating a logo for Sk8 Park Bute.  

 

COMMUNITY AND CULTURE 
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Food in the form of anti-pasta was served 

which had been kindly prepared and donated 

by the G10 Cafe in Longrow,  Café Bluebell  

and The Seafield Hotel . All three cafés and 

Muneroy Tearoom in Southend served Italian 

Specials for the duration of the exhibition 

which was on show in the Library in            

Aquilibrium . 

To end the evening Information & Local       

Studies Librarian, Eleanor McKay who had 

been instrumental in collating photos and text 

along with the Grumoli family, sang several 

Scottish and Italian songs to the delight of the 

invited guests who sang along with her          

accompanied by well-known musician, David 

McEwen . Eleanor‟s beautiful voice              

complemented the music she and David had 

chosen to express the best of each country‟s 

“well kept tunes” and helped to make a very 

special evening a night to remember as they 

enjoyed memories of this exceptionally         

talented family who have contributed so much 

to Scottish life.    

The exhibition, including banners, photos, 

original  drawings on Mayfair menus and a 

family tree redesigned and created by local 

arts graduate, Rosslyn Oman, was a must to 

see for locals and visitors alike! 

A Night of Italian Culture: songs, music 

and art, Scots/Italian  Style Launches 

Family Exhibition 

Friday 12th August  was indeed glorious, 

for celebrating art and culture of Scots and     

Italians in Scotland with the launch of           

“L‟Italia in Scozia” exhibition in            

Campbeltown which tells the story of 100 

years of the Grumoli family ; when Leo, 

with his new bride came to have a better 

life in the West Coast of Scotland . The 

night began with a few words to remember 

the cafés of Campbeltown and their place 

in Campbeltown‟s history. The „top”, 

“middle”, and “bottom” cafés were          

remembered for their contribution to social 

and economic life of the community. Ronald 

Togneri gave the keynote speech to         

explain how his grandfather Leo and his   

father, mother ,aunts uncles and cousins 

grew to love serving the people of the town 

and how they had come to settle in the 

West of Scotland. 

Shortly after the remembrances, the       

banners were revealed which portrayed 

the story of the Grumoli family from 1911 to 

2011 and the invitees of the evening along 

with the family members gasped in      

pleasure at the sight of the colourful display 

Italian food and wine was then served to 

toast the memory of the cafés and  the staff 

who worked in them ,which was even more 

poignant as several staff members of all 3 

cafés were present to do so.  
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“This was a great opportunity for us to 

work for an extended period of time with 

the players. It also lets us see the        

numbers and the quality of our squads for 

next season. I was thrilled with the effort, 

behaviour and high performance level of 

the players throughout the weekend. This 

is something that we hope to build on this 

season and look to plan again for next 

year.” 

This weekend was supported by Argyll 

and Bute RFC, Scottish Rugby, Argyll 

Leader project and Highland Spring who 

sponsored water for the event. 

 

Football Summer Festivals 

Argyll and Bute Council‟s Football Service 

were very busy over the School Summer 

holidays delivering fun filled football     

sessions to all corners of Argyll and Bute. 

 

Sessions ranging from Mini Kickers for 

three and four year olds, specialised    

goalkeeping training camps,  soccer 

weeks for 5 – 14 yr olds and the new      

Soccer Roadshow which took football to 

the outlying areas and communities within 

Argyll and Bute. 

 

Over 250 children took part in the summer 

programme where the young players      

improved on their football skills through 

fun filled football related practices in a 

safe and enjoyable environment with SFA 

qualified and certified coaches. 
 

 

Argyll and Bute Rugby Development – 

Weekend Summer Residential Camp 

 

The first ever Argyll and Bute Residential 

Rugby Camp was held in Oban on the 

weekend of 12th, 13th  and 14th of August.  

Over 30 players aged between 11 and 16 

attended the weekend from Mid Argyll 

RFC, Isle of Mull RFC, Oban Lorne RFC and 

Etive Vikings mini section. 

The players were involved in a weekend 

full of intense and enjoyable coaching      

sessions focussing on Scottish Rugby‟s four 

key National Themes. The camp was run by 

local club coaches and also focussed on    

individual skill as well as positional and 

team play. This was followed by short 

matches for each age group on the Sunday 

afternoon. 

 The player‟s hard work and commitment to 

the weekend was rewarded with activities 

at Atlantis Leisure on the Saturday evening 

as well as some constructive and positive 

feedback from the staff and coaches who 

attended the weekend. 

 The weekend was based at Glencruitten 

Clubhouse and pitches with Glencruitten 

Hostel used for accommodation over the 

two nights.  

 Dee Bradbury, President of Argyll and Bute 

RFC organised the weekend which was run 

by Argyll and Bute Rugby Development   

Officer Allan Wright.  Allan commented, 
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that added to the week. It was great to see 

so many youngsters attending the week 

long programme and gaining valuable 

life skills along the way as well as         

improving their footballing skills.   I 

would like to thank Argyll and Bute   

Council Leisure and Youth Services for 

supporting the camp, the local             

community, parents/grandparents and 

local clubs for their support, Alex Craik 

and the Hostel staff and the players who 

came from all corners of Argyll and Bute 

in making it a fantastic week". 

 

Tall Ships 

Three young people from Bute recently 

took part in the Greenock to Lerwick leg of 

the Tall Ships race. Naomi Campbell 

crewed the Ocean Youth Trust Alba         

Endeavour and Soane brothers Cameron 

and Ruairidh crewed Tecla – a class B      

Traditional Sail Training Vessel from the 

Netherlands. Commenting on this          

summers voyage, Ruairidh said:  

"I am delighted to be taking part in the 

Cruise in Company. As it's a                    

non-competitive leg, we can enjoy the          

leisurely sail and soak up the party        

atmosphere in the guest harbours. In   

September I plan to study Naval             

Architecture with Marine Engineering at 

Strathclyde University and I'm hoping 

that this trip will help to prepare me for 

my studies by providing relevant       

background experience." 

 

A First for Argyll and Bute Footballers 
 

 
 

History was made in Argyll and Bute 

through the school Summer holidays where 

Argyll and Bute Council‟s Football            

Development Service ran their first ever 

Residential Camp. 

 

The Camp was the idea of Football            

Development officer Martin Rae who 

thought this camp would be a great addition 

to the football development service within 

Argyll and Bute.  The aim of the camp was 

to provide young players with the              

opportunity to experience the life of full 

time pro footballers with an introduction to 

sports science, including fitness testing, nu-

tritional and hydration advice, sports psy-

chology and lifestyle management as well 

as doing the day to day chores that are ex-

pected of a full time youth player. Also 

there was the important social and camara-

derie side of being involved within a team 

environment. 

 

The Camp was run in Oban using the local 

school hostel and the pitches within close 

proximity. There was a total of 35 players 

who experienced the weeklong camp.  The 

players came from all over Argyll and Bute 

(Island of Coll, Rothesay, Dunoon, Tarbert, 

Lochgilphead, Oban and Helensburgh) with 

one player even coming over from Ireland 

(Derry). 

 

Football Development officer Martin Rae 

said " a really enjoyable week was had by 

the coaching staff and players, we were 

very lucky that the weather held out and 
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Improvements to services for               

vulnerable children and families  

Argyll and Bute Council has pledged to 

work in partnership with service providers 

to develop a new grant allocation system 

for vulnerable children and families. One 

of the key outcomes of a day of information 

sharing and discussion between the        

council‟s children and families team,      

Argyll and Bute Social Enterprise Network 

(ABSEN), Carnegie UK Trust and 26       

providers of children and family services 

in the area., it is hoped these partners can 

work better together to improve outcomes 

for    vulnerable children and families.  

 

 The „Making it Better, Argyll and Bute 

Children and Families Event‟ was the first 

to be hosted by the Argyll and Bute Local 

Services Initiative (ABLSI).  It was designed 

to bring together commissioners and     

providers with a view to improving        

partnership working between the two and 

explore how services might be delivered 

in the future.  

 

A key outcome from the day was a          

commitment to work in partnership with 

service providers to develop a new grant 

allocation system, tailor-made for the     

current era of collaborative working, 

changing priorities and reducing             

resources. 

Amongst the other improvements           

proposed were a central database for        

If you have a good news story that you would like to be included within the   

Community Services Newsletter, please contact Helen Thornton on the details below; 

Helen Thornton 

Management Trainee 
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Tel: 01546 604127 

Email: helen.thornton@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

 

service provider information and better      

systems for communications and feedback 

between providers, service users and the 

council. 
 

The feedback from the event was very     

positive, with participants giving it an          

average score of 8.9 out of 10.When asked to 

highlight positive aspects of the day, those 

present praised an „open, honest discussion‟ 

which was „very interactive‟ and which 

„really got into the issues‟. Other comments 

included that the event was not „protective or 

defensive of the council‟ and that there was a 

„clear explanation of the council position‟. 
 

Councillor Colville said. 

“If we are going to come up with effective, 

workable solutions to the challenges we 

face, then we have to have ever closer part-

nerships with organisations such as those 

who were involved in this initiative. Events 

such as this lay a very firm foundation on 

which we can continue to build those         

relationships so as to ensure the best        

possible services for vulnerable children 

and their families in Argyll and Bute in the 

future.” 

A report on the event and its outcomes has 

now been drawn up by the event‟s facilitator, 

Governance International. This document 

can be accessed at http://www.argyll-

bute.gov.uk/making-it-better. 
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