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DUNOON GRAMMAR SCHOOL  

SHORT LISTED FOR PRESTIGIOUS NATIONAL AWARD 

 

Pupils at Dunoon Grammar School have been celebrating news that a short film   

telling the story of a former pupil has been selected as a finalist for Poppy          

Scotland's Moving Stories competition. 

  

The film tells the tragic story of former Dunoon Grammar pupil Walter Sinclair 

Smith, who was killed during the iconic Christmas Day Truce of 1914 and is one of 

four films now subject to a public vote to decide the overall winner of the             

competition which is being run to mark the 90th anniversary of Poppy Scotland. 

 

Sean McMahon who plays the part of Walter in the school production commented, 

 

"Walter was one of five brothers, four of whom were involved in the Great War. We 

have tried to get across that Walter and other ex-pupils like him are more than 

just names engraved on a brass plaque, but real people who found themselves in 

the most terrible of events. It was amazing that Walter took part in the iconic 

Christmas truce of 1914, but heartbreaking how he was shot on Christmas Day 

itself." 

 

Mr Stewart Shaw, Head Teacher of Dunoon Grammar added, 

 

"We are honoured our pupils' work has been short listed for such a prestigious 

and worthy award. To receive this recognition from Poppy Scotland is fantastic, 

but we would encourage our school community to get behind the pupils and vote 

for the film on the Poppy Scotland website." 

 

The four films can be viewed and votes cast at 

www.poppyscotland.org.uk/education/competition 

 

Voting closes on Thursday, 17 May 2012. 

 

 

http://www.poppyscotland.org.uk/education/competition
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Argyll and Bute at the forefront of Bookbug 

Programme Developments 2012/13 

The Scottish Government has confirmed        

additional funding to take forward 2 key        

developments in the Bookbug Programme 

next year and, due to a successful bid by the 

Early Years Team, with support from Library 

Services and Midwifery Services, Argyll and 

Bute has been selected to take part in both. 

 

Bookbug Assertive Outreach 

The aim of the programme is to work              

intensively in areas of deprivation to train and 

partner staff from the Third Sector, Local       

Authority and parent volunteers to deliver 

Bookbug Sessions. This will provide a          

consistent circle of support for vulnerable   

families to attend Bookbug Sessions and will 

include:  

 Bookbug Session Training (including 

Song and Rhyme for 0-3s and storytime 

activities for 3-5s). 

 Bookbug Sessions will be available in 

family centres, in local third-sector-run 

family groups, at the local library and in 

Local Authority and partnership      

nurseries.  

 Third Sector trainees will be paired with 

Local Authority trainees at their      

neighbouring library to allow them to 

work together to attract vulnerable   

families to the library.  

 Parent volunteers will act as advocates 

of the programme, supporting their 

peers to participate in sessions with 

their children. 

 The principles of Bookbug Sessions – 

including talking, playing, singing and 

cuddling with young children – will be 

introduced by Council professionals 

like child development workers and 

family learning development workers 

on individual home visits to isolated 

families. 

 

The Scottish Book Trust will deliver Bookbug 

Assertive Outreach in eight Authorities a year 

for four years, reaching all 32 Authorities by 

the end of year 4.  

 

COMMUNITY SERVICES NEWSLETTER 

Bookbug Antenatal Pack Pilot 

Only two Local Authorities were selected to 

take part in this pilot which begins to         

establish a reading habit pre-birth and    

prepares parents to make even better use 

of the subsequent 4 Bookbug packs which 

will be gifted to them as their baby grows 

Each family will be gifted a Bookbug         

antenatal pack containing: 

 1 picture book 

 1 CD of songs and nursery rhymes 

(will include Gaelic and Scots) 

 Information about Bookbug Sessions 

available in the local area 

 Information about the importance of 

reading and singing to babies and 

young children 

 

Health or outreach professionals involved 

with expectant parents will be included in 

the training taking place in those               

Authorities. 

 

Antenatal gifting will be supported by      

delivery of taster Bookbug Sessions at       

antenatal classes in pilot areas by Scottish 

Book Trust specialists and local health    

professionals trained as part of the           

widening access to Bookbug Sessions     

project. 

 

The Pilot will be accompanied by a         

thorough evaluation and the findings of the 

evaluation will feed into a feasibility study 

for rolling out a universal Bookbug            

antenatal pack in 2013/14 or 2014/15. 
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Kilmodan Primary School 

 

I am very pleased to announce that     

Kilmodan Primary School have received 

their first Green Flag for Eco Schools and 

on top of this, they have been awarded the 

Social Enterprise in School’s award for 

their Kilmodan Tearoom.  

 

Welldone to all the staff and pupils at 

Kilmodan, great work!  

 

Bridges to Schools 

Strone Primary School pupils recently took 

part in an activity based session where 

they constructed a 12m long cable-stayed 

bridge which they then walked across . 

Pupils learned about civil engineering and 

the importance of team work and           

communication when they were dressed in 

their safety clothes - hard hat and              

fluorescent jacket – and worked in 2 

groups, with the help of qualified civil      

engineers, to construct their side of the 

bridge. 

The sessions were run by Glasgow and 

West of Scotland branch of the Institution of 

Civil Engineers and were designed to 

raise awareness of civil engineering and           

encourage some to see it as a possible    

career.   The sessions were free and were 

a highly enjoyable, educational and        

motivational culmination of the Bridges 

topic for P4-7. 

For further information contact Strone      

P r i m a r y  o r 

i c e . o r g . u k /

S c o t l a n d /

education. 

 

 
 

Castlehill Primary School 

Pupils from Castlehill Primary School in 

Campbeltown have recently been          

involved in   several events including the 

Kintyre Schools Badminton Competition, 

the Sport Relief Mile and a School        

Concert. 

Over 50 pupils from the school               

participated in the badminton               

competition with several receiving          

trophies, medals and other awards .  

Primary 6 & 7 pupils ran a mile for Sport 

Relief in ideal weather conditions and the 

rest of the school came out to cheer them 

on.   The children raised money for Sport 

Relief by getting sponsorship and buying 

sweatbands.  

“The Time Machine” was the theme for 

the Easter Concert which involved all    

pupils. Acts included “The Good Old 

Days”, “The Gemme’s a Bogey” and “The 

Year 3000”.  
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Taking the curriculum  

out of the classroom 

 

A new resource for teachers and outdoor     

educators produced by the John Muir Trust 

shows how the John Muir Award can be 

used to help deliver the Scottish Curriculum 

for   Excellence. Groups undertaking the 

Award can complete in a range of activities 

across    curriculum areas, such as building 

bat boxes in technology, measuring trees in               

mathematics, or surveying wildlife in the 

school grounds for science. 

The resource, an eight page guide,        

complete with visual mind map, that’s been 

endorsed by the Chief Executive of            

Education Scotland, was launched at       

Lochgilphead High School by Michael     

Russell, the Scottish Government’s Cabinet   

Secretary for Education and Lifelong    

Learning, he said, 

“The John Muir Award provides a great 

way of engaging young people and recog-

nising their achievements. I’m           de-

lighted to support the announcement of 

this new resource which will help more 

young people access outdoor learning.”   

The minister also took the opportunity to     

congratulate pupils from the school who 

had recently achieved their John Muir 

Award with the support of classroom          

assistant Gordon Dickson, who said:  

"The pupils really valued achieving their 

John Muir Award, you could tell they were 

proud. They also experienced many     

challenges during their Adventure and 

Challenge course at Outward Bound, and 

loved being able to help 

in the conservation of 

the wild places they 

were learning about and 

enjoying.” 

 

Rockfield Primary Chess Club 

Every year pupils in Rockfield 

Chess Club compete in the 

Delancy UK Schools' Chess 

Challenge, formerly the British 

Land Chess Challenge. 

 

For each game, over seven 

rounds, one round per week, 

they play, they can win one, 

two or three points, depending 

on whether they lose, draw or 

win their game.  These points, not only count 

towards prizes in the club, but also count         

towards qualification for the 'Megafinal' for the 

West of Scotland.  This year, I am delighted to 

say, Rockfield sent 12 players down to the   

Megafinal held in Newton Mearns Castle High 

School, Newton Mearns, near Glasgow. 

 

All of the players, ranging in 

age from 7 to 11, gave a very 

good account of themselves, 

playing to a very high       

standard and their behaviour 

and attitude were a credit to 

themselves, their parents and 

to the school. 

 

Four points out of a possible 

six ensures qualification to the 'Gigafinal' to be 

held this year in Derby and I am delighted to 

say that Caitlin Curran, P4, and Ross McLeish, 

P6, achieved four points; India MacKay, P4, 

achieved four and a half points and Kirsty     

MacArthur, P6 Gaelic class, achieved five 

points and was runner up in her section, being 

beaten only by the eventual winner.   

 

All of the qualifiers received a rosette and 

Kirsty received a chess book as runner-up. I am 

further delighted to announce that John      

Douglas, P3, was the winner of the Under 8 

Boys' Tournament for the West of Scotland; Liam 

Richmond, P5, was the winner of the Under 10 

Boys' Tournament and Grace Thompson, P6 

Gaelic class, was first equal in the Under 10 

Girls' Tournament.  I am sure that you will agree 

that these results are pretty impressive! 

 

http://www.jmt.org/assets/john%20muir%20award/downloads/jmt_cfe_final-1.pdf
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A massive thank you to Craig Holt, 

Alistair MacVicar, Douglas Campbell,  

Adam Johnston, Arran Dunkely and Ewan 

McKellar for all  their  help.

 

 

Oban Primary Inter-schools  

Volleyball Cup 

On Thursday March 22nd the Oban         

Primary Inter-schools Volleyball Cup was 

held at Atlantis Leisure, Oban.  The      

competition now in its second year was 

attended by teams from Rockfield, Park, 

and Dunbeg Primary Schools.  The annual 

event forms the climax for the three after 

school clubs who train weekly at their   

respective schools.  The proud winners 

this year were Park Primary who took 

away the coveted shield.   

The Volleyball Programme in the Oban 

school cluster has been driven by a    

committed volunteer Zalina Dzhatieva 

who has international experience in the 

sport and has been supported by Active 

Schools.  Zalina is also involved in the 

adult Lorne Volleyball Club and will be 

helping at the 2012 London Olympics this 

year.  A number of school staff and       

parents also help with the weekly training 

sessions. 

Dance Festival at Oban High 

Oban High School hosted their annual Dance 

Competition on Thursday 29th March.  The 

competition was open to pupils in S1 – 6 and 

pupils choreographed their own dance      

routines to perform in front of three judges.  

Pupils from Oban High, Lochgilphead High, 

Campbeltown Grammar and Hermitage 

Academy all took part. Pictured above are 

pupils from Lochgilphead High School junior 

dance group who took the trophy for Best 

Presentation for their routine to Olly Murs’ 

Dance with me Tonight! 

Other winners on the day came from         

Hermitage Academy and Oban High School.  

Thanks to Oban High School PE Department 

for hosting another fantastic competition. 

 

Rugby Mania in Mid Argyll 

Rugby Development & Active Schools        

recently organised a rugby festival for P4 – 7 

pupils from the Mid Argyll area on Tuesday 

27th March at Lochgilphead Joint Campus.  

Pupils from Kilmartin, Lochgilphead,           

Ardrishaig, Minard & Ashfield primary 

schools took part in this fun, non-competitive 

rugby festival.  With over 120 children      

participating, it was fantastic to have six  

senior pupils from Lochgilphead High 

School delivering the activities.  The rugby 

festival comes at the end of lots of rugby   

sessions in primary schools across Mid     

Argyll and gave children the chance to   

practice the skills they’d learned in small 

sided games….. 

COMMUNITY AND CULTURE 
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"The children have been really                 

enthusiastic about the shinty sessions 

and I have seen a huge improvement over 

the 6 weeks, especially considering      

several of them had never picked up a 

shinty stick before. Due to the ongoing 

efforts of all the volunteers in the local 

clubs, shinty is going from strength to 

strength in the area”. 

 

That’s great to hear, keep it up! 

 

Aquathlon—Mid Argyll Primary Schools 

 

On 23rd March, 38 pupils from across Mid 

Argyll  took part in an Aquathlon taster 

session.  The sessions were delivered by 

Blair Cartmell, Performance Coach at      

Triathlon Scotland and previous Scottish 

Senior Sprint Triathlon Champion, along 

with Kerry McPhee, coach with Triathlon 

Scotland and silver medalist at the Cross 

Triathlon World Championships. 

 

The taster sessions were delivered to give 

pupils a chance to ‘Give an Aquathlon a 

Go!’ and try a brand new sport.  The       

sessions were a great success and have 

given pupils some valuable tips in advance 

of the Mid Argyll Junior Aquathlon         

competition on Saturday 28th April. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FSA Shinty Programme in Cowal 

 

Over the last 6 weeks, pupils from across 

Cowal have been turning their hands to 

shinty. Active Schools and the Camanachd 

Association have been working together to 

provide shinty sessions to Primary 5 pupils 

across ten schools in the Cowal area.   

 

The sessions have been met with                

enthusiasm and the children have been 

working hard, getting to know how to use 

the stick, controlling the ball and putting it 

all together to play mini games.  

 

The programme has been made possible 

by   funding from the Food Standards   

Agency who have paid for the coaching 

sessions, provided ‘goody’ bags for each 

child and also equipment for the schools so 

they can carry on the coaching themselves. 

The coaching has been run by Jo Kelly, a 

keen player for local ladies team ‘Cowal 

and Bute Camanachd’.  

 

Jo, South division 2 player of the year for 

last season, has approached the scheme 

with enthusiasm and been a great role 

model for the children, particularly the 

girls. Jo has been really impressed with 

how the children have taken to the sport…. 
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On her last visit Helen who now runs her 

own Kitesurf school on Tiree, brought over 

some small kites and all the 2nd years got a 

quick shot of kiting – some of them   picking 

it up very quickly.    

All at the school hope to see Helen over on 

Islay again – which she thought was a       

perfect location for Kitesurfing! 

In all there are four Secondary Schools      

taking part in the Champions in Schools 

Programme which has proved to be very 

successful. For further information visit 

http://www.championsinschools.com 

Team Tiree Camps 

 

Team Tiree training camps took place     

during the Easter holidays delivered by the 

Tiree Sports Foundation in partnership with 

Active Schools. A mix of visitors and local 

residents took part in the 3 day camp which 

focussed on mountain biking and off road 

running. 

 

The final day saw the group tackle a cross 

country run followed by a mountain bike 

skills course. This was put into a cyclocross/

duathlon style event with everyone         

completing as many laps as they could in 20 

minutes. Everyone worked flat out and   

posted good scores before collapsing in a 

heap. 

 

The Tiree Sports Foundation was set up in 

2011 to encourage and support athletes of 

all ages living on Tiree. Training sessions 

will continue throughout Spring and        

Summer, see www.tireefitness.co.uk for   

details. 

 

Champions in Schools  

Islay High School visit 

Champions 

in Schools is 

a role-model 

programme 

delivered by 

the Winning      

S c o t l a n d 

Foundat ion 

that places            

Scotland’s high performing athletes in the 

classroom to deliver 3 inspirational    

workshops.  The programme is delivered 

as a partnership project between Active 

Schools and PE Departments. The athletes  

encourage pupils to set and achieve     

personal goals, pursue a healthy and     

active lifestyle and appreciate the value 

of hard work. 

Helen Thompson who is a former British 

Kitesurf Champion, and was 2nd in the 

World Championship in 2008, was the 

athlete that came to visit the S2 pupils and 

she did a great job of inspiring the       

children to aim high and try to achieve 

their goals –   whatever area they may be 

in.   Pupils found it really interesting to 

hear how Helen had achieved her own 

goals and her positive attitude to              

absolutely everything was brilliant. 

On her first visit Helen introduced the 

programme and the importance of setting 

goals and working hard to achieve them – 

this was just before the pupils trip to Loch 

Eil where they all managed to achieve 

some of their goals.  Helen’s 2nd visit      

coincided with Sport Relief so she joined 

the school in its fundraising walk.   

Helen was very impressed by the amount 

of pupils taking part and how happy they 

were to be joining in and helping a good 

cause…. 

 
 
 

http://www.championsinschools.com
http://www.tireefitness.co.uk
http://www.championsinschools.com/
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Midnight League 

The Football Development Service have 

been running Midnight League coaching       

programmes throughout Argyll and Bute 

over the last few months. The Midnight 

League programmes have been run in 

Helensburgh, Oban, Lochgilphead and 

Rothesay with a couple more to be run in 

the next few weeks. 

 

The Midnight League programme is aimed 

at kids aged between 12 to 16 years old 

and offers them an opportunity to play 

FREE football on either a Friday or           

Saturday night to try and combat a variety 

of social issues. The programme was very 

well attended through Argyll and Bute with 

over 150 young kids getting the                

opportunity to take part in the initiative.  

National Shinty Disability Festival 

On Monday 23rd April the Annual National 

Shinty Disability Festival was held in the 

MacDonald Highland Resort, Aviemore. 

The festival, held over two days, allows the 

participants an opportunity to learn and 

develop shinty skills and put these into 

practice in a game situation.  As well as 

allowing the pupils to try new shinty skills 

it also gives them an opportunity to have 

some down time with swimming, a disco 

and Karaoke also put on for the festivals 

participants. 

There was representation from 6 different 

areas across Scotland with 6 pupils from 

Oban High School representing Argyll and 

Bute.  Our Shinty Development Officer,   

Euan McMurdo, said  

“I really enjoyed taking part in my first   

National Disability Festival.  The kids 

were great and really engaged with the 

coaches and the Shinty.” 

Easter Programme 

This Easter saw the Football service run 

their ever popular   Easter Holiday Football 

Camp across the  Region. Children as young 

as 3 years old all the way to 14 years old    

enjoyed the beautiful game in glorious     

conditions all across Argyll and Bute. In     

total,  about 150 children enjoyed the 

week’s activities. 

 

The Young players enjoyed a variety of 

drills/game related practices/conditioned 

games/small sided games and the ever   

popular Star Wars game. Martin Rae Argyll 

and Bute Football Development Officer said,  

“it was a fantastic two weeks of coaching 

across Argyll and Bute, the support and 

feedback from the local communities has 

been really positive about the festivals. 

The coaches did a fantastic job and related 

really well with kids and the behaviour and 

response from the kids was just fantastic, 

they were a credit to  themselves and their 

families”. 

 

Coach Education 

Martin Rae has also been very busy           

promoting Club Development throughout 

the region which has ensured 17 Coaches 

from Campbeltown and District Football   

Development Group went through an SFA 

Coach Education Course.  

 

These courses are aimed at volunteer   

coaches who give up their own time to put 

something back into the local community, to 

offer assistance/help and give them new 

ideas and 

practices to 

try with 

their young 

players. 
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Sports Relief—Wee Toon’s Big Mile 

It was smiles all round 

as young and old took 

part in the Sports       

Relief Wee Toon’s Big Mile on Sunday, 

25th March. After entry and a fun filled 

warm up was complete everyone (just     

under 100) was set on their way by Mrs 

Mairi Kennedy, Campbeltown’s 2012      

Citizen of the Year. There were three 

choices to choose from – 1 mile, 3 miles or 

6 miles with the majority enjoying the 1 

mile which took 

t h e m  f r o m 

Aqualibrium to 

the Paddling 

Pool and back. 

The 3 mile route 

took the same 

route down Kilkerran to just past the Rocky 

Burn while the 6 mile route followed on to 

Kildalloig Estate and back. Conditions 

were perfect and from the laughter and 

smiles it was apparent  everyone was    

h a v i n g  a  g r e a t  t i m e ! 

 

Huge congratulations must go to         

Campbeltown Jog Scotland for organising 

the event – everything, as usual, was run to 

perfection and you all deserve a huge pat 

on the back.  

UEFA Grassroots Study Group Visit 

 

Martin Rae, Football Development Officer,  

recently attended a UEFA Grassroots Study 

Group visit to Ireland. These Study visits 

give an opportunity for different Nations to 

pass on ideas and lets Nations share good 

practice with each other. A group of 12 

Coaches from Scotland joined coaches from 

the Dutch FA and the Macedonia FA and 

were hosted by the FAI on the four day trip.  

 

The trip involved presentations from each 

Governing body on their Coach Education 

structure, grassroots game, volunteer        

development and girl’s football.  

 

There was also a chance to see an Emerging 

Talent Plan game of elite players in Ireland 

as well as visits to Intercultural After School/

Futsal Hub/womens late night league final/

Road to Poland programmes  as well as a 

visit to the Aviva Stadium. 

 

Martin said, 

“this was a fantastic opportunity for me to 

attend this trip and gain new ideas about 

football development and share ideas with 

other coaches from other Nations, and   

hopefully bring back a few new ideas and 

programmes to introduce to football across 

Argyll and Bute”.  

 

After the trip Martin, due to the sharing of 

practices will be delivering a programme 

that he got from being away on this trip to 

kids within Argyll and Bute.  
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She has been in and out of Yorkhill hospital 

all her life but is always busy fundraising for 

other sick kids.  Last Easter she bought 60 

eggs, dressed up as the Easter Bunny and 

handed them out to children in the hospitals 

Schiehallion Unit. 

On Thursday 26th April 2012, over 500 

guests will attend the glittering Sunday Mail 

Young Scot Awards ceremony where the 

winners will be announced. 

Roanna Clark, Argyll and Bute Youth        

Services said:   

“We are really excited that in the seventh 

annual Young Scot Awards to recognise 

Scotland’s inspiring, hard working young 

people, we have so many finalists.  Argyll 

and Bute has always done well, with       

previous years seeing Rian MacAllister 

from Oban, Aimee Gilmore from        

Rothesay, Michaela Girvan from      

Helensburgh and Craig Rutherford from 

Mull all pick up awards and Kathleen 

McMillan from Campbeltown shortlisted. 

This year’s no exception to the extremely 

high standard of young people’s      

achievements.” 

Louise Macdonald, CEO of Young Scot, 

said:  

“This year’s nominations have been truly 

overwhelming and we would like to thank 

everybody, even if they haven’t made it to 

our final shortlist, for their achievements 

and the huge contribution they have made 

to their communities.” 

For more information about the awards log 

on to: www.youngscotawards.co.uk 

Three Finalists for Argyll and Bute in 

the Young Scot Awards 

Young Scot, the national youth information 

agency for Scotland, has announced that 

out of the 39 finalists in the Sunday Mail 

Young Scot Awards 2012 three are from 

Argyll and Bute.  The awards celebrate    

unsung heroes, aged between 11 and 22, 

who have made a positive impact on their 

local or wider communities, and have been 

an inspiration to Scotland and its people.  

 

Kirsty Cairns from Campbeltown,         

Lochgilphead Climate Change Group and 

Louise MacDonald from Oban have all 

made it through thousands of nominations 

to the shortlist, showing bravery, strength 

of spirit and determination to make this   

nation proud.   

 

Kirsty, 19, is shortlisted in the Volunteering 

category, sponsored by SCVO, is a     

champion helper who has done more than 

400 hours of volunteering, and is the pride 

of her community.  When a local pub and 

home were burned to the ground, she was 

the first to offer her services, washing 

down walls and painting.   

 

Carla Jackson, Heather Unkles, Georgia 

Hepburn, Madeline Ward, Sarah Nicolson 

and Rebecca Jamieson from Lochgilphead 

are shortlisted in the Environment            

category, sponsored by Scottish Gas and 

are part of the Lochgilphead Climate 

Change Group.  The six girls took part in a 

Scottish Government Consultation on Low 

Carbon Scotland: Public Engagement 

Strategy and the implications for                

individuals, communities and businesses 

making a short film which they have then 

shared with peers. 

 

In the Readers’ Award, sponsored by the 

Sunday Mail, Louise MacDonald 13 from 

Oban has been shortlisted.  The schoolgirl 

has a condition called neurofibromatosis, 

which causes tumours to grow all over her 

body.   

 

http://www.youngscotawards.co.uk
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There are also weekly visits from agencies 

such as Housing, Social work, NHS, Argyll 

College, Nursery Providers and the       

councils Early Years & Family Support 

Worker. 

The group asked for this course to be        

organised as they had completed an 8 week 

cookery course and are about to embark on 

a further 12 week cookery course, again 

funded by the 16 + Learning Choices local 

implementation group. It is hoped that this 

will allow both young people to access    

employment locally in one of the hotels or 

bars. 

The REHIS Elementary Food Hygiene      

Certificate is a practical course designed to 

give individuals a basic knowledge and    

understanding of the causes of food          

poisoning, measures for prevention and the 

legal aspects of food hygiene in Scotland.  

The content of the one day training course 

covered all aspects of: 

 General Introduction to Food Hygiene 

 Food Pests  

 Bacteria  

 Food Premises, Equipment and      

Utensils  

 Food Poisoning  

 Cleaning and Disinfection  

 Personal Hygiene  

 Food Hygiene Law 

 

On completion of this course individuals 

may progress onto the REHIS Intermediate 

in Food Hygiene Course. This course is   

suitable for any food handler working in 

restaurants, hotels, bars, nurseries,           

residential homes and also those involved 

in day care….continued over the page…. 

 

 

 

 

 

Rothesay Swimming Lessons Continue 

 

Whilst Rothesay Leisure Pool has been 

closed for refurbishment, children from 

Rothesay have continued with their lessons 

by travelling to Dunoon.  It’s been a great 

success, with Rothesay pupils being         

incorporated with Dunoon’s lessons.  A 

minibus has been running from Rothesay 

Joint Campus to Riverside each Saturday 

morning leaving at 8.15am!   

This service is being offered to the         

children at no extra cost and they are      

loving continuing their swimming             

especially in a much deeper pool even    

although some are sleeping on the way 

home after the early start! 

 
Mid Argyll Young Parents Group         

Receive  - REHIS Elementary Food       

Hygiene Certificate 

Two members of the Mid Argyll Young   

Parents group were presented with their 

REHIS Elementary Food Hygiene            

Certificate after completing the one day 

course funded by the 16 + Learning    

Choices local implementation group. 

 

Both recipients attend the young parents 

group in Mid Argyll Youth Project which 

runs every Monday from 11.30am – 

3.30pm. As well as being a place for young 

parents to meet and build up a network of 

friends, it also enables them to discuss 

problems that they have in common or just 

to have a friend to talk to.  
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Young Gifted and Rural 

 
The Scottish National Rural Network is 

working in partnership with the Carnegie 

UK Trust to explore how to get more young 

people involved in rural community life, 

and invited people to join them to share 

their ideas and experiences at an                

exploratory networking event. 

Kiera Donn, Catriona Cain and Alana 

MacLachlan from North Argyll Youth Forum 

supported by Roanna Clark from Youth   

Services joined 13 other young people from 

Harris Youth Council, Kirriemuir Youth      

Forum, Comrie Youth Extreme Sports 

Group, Twechar Youth Group and 

Strathdearn Youth Club from the 11th to 14th 

April in the Isle of Harris. 

 

Rural community groups often express their 

concerns about the difficulties of getting 

younger people involved in their activities, 

and what this means for the future of their 

communities.  This event aimed to bring   

together the people who have had positive 

experiences in this area, alongside young 

people who are involved in their              

community life, to explore what works well, 

and how we can develop things further. 

   

During the day the young people were able 

to take part in a range of outdoor pursuits 

on offer on Harris including Hill walking, 

surfing and kayaking.  There was also a 

beach barbeque one evening and a ceilidh/

music event another night.  Each morning 

and evening they had informal workshop 

sessions to exchange ideas and plan for the 

conference in June 2012.   

 

Individuals on this course will be confident 

that they have an understanding of the     

basics of food handling which can be       

applied in the workplace. Organisations in 

the food preparation and service industries 

can be assured that those who undertake 

this course will have the basic knowledge 

required to hygienically handle food and 

comply with current legislation.  

So welldone to both of you! 

Sk8 Park Bute 

 

Sk8 Park Bute visited 3 skate parks over 

the Easter Break. The trips to Gourock, 

Largs and Kirkintilloch were fact finding 

missions for the group as each of the skate 

parks differ both in size and construction.  

The combined trip to Largs and Gourock 

gave the group the opportunity to test the 

different ramps with a view to replicating 

the ramps in the Bute project.  

At Kirkintilloch, the group were greeted by 

the management committee of Kirkintilloch 

Skate Park Initiative (KSI) who not only 

provided snacks, drinks and live dj sets 

but also arranged for the sun to shine. The 

group quizzed the members of KSI on     

everything from design, fundraising and 

construction to the choice of music being 

played by the dj’s.  KSI’s was the favourite 

skate park out of the three skate parks     

visited by Sk8 Bute due to its size and     

concrete construction.  Sk8 Park Bute 

would like to thank the members of KSI for 

their time and hospitality. 
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APRIL 2012 

“The conference seemed to go with a 

buzz..... and was good to hear the positive 

feedback at the end  re the success of the 

VC in accessing folk on the day without 

travel, time, cost.” 

The event came under the remit of the    

Community Planning Partnership’s Third 

Sector and Communities Sub-group and 

was developed and led by the Council’s 

Community Development Team and funded 

by Community and Culture. The key to its 

success was the planning by the strong 

partnership between the Community        

Development and Social Enterprise Teams, 

and third sector partners ABSEN, AVA and 

IspirAlba. 

The presentations from the event are      

available on the Council’s website at: 

http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/content/

theres-more-fundraising-grants 

“There’s More to Fundraising than 

Grants”...... 

.... And nearly a hundred representatives 

from a very broad range of charities, social 

enterprises and community groups from 

throughout Argyll and Bute found that out 

when they attended a fundraising            

conference in  Kilmory, on Saturday 17 

March.  

The event focused on non-grant methods of 

funding. Topics covered in the workshops 

included Wills, Gift Aid and Tax Relief, 

Getting Ready for Income Generation,     

Renewables, Working in Partnership with 

Business and Sponsorship.  Speakers     

covered how and who to target for        

fundraising; an introduction to Kibble in 

Renfrewshire and how they came back    

after losing all their grant support funding, 

turning themselves into an organisation 

with 11 different trading arms; and 

‘crowdfunding’ – how to use social media 

and networking sites to generate               

income.  There were also a number of   

market place stalls offering additional      

information and advice to groups looking 

to increase their income by means other 

than grants. 

Around 70 delegates attended in person in 

Lochgilphead and a further 15 joining in 

from the islands using video conferencing 

facilities. Not only was there good           

representation right across the mainland, 

but there was significant input from Mull, 

Islay, Iona and Gigha. 

Feedback from attendees was very         

positive, with a number of organisations 

who couldn’t attend also taking the time to 

respond to say how disappointed they 

were that they couldn’t make it. Comments 

included: 

“I found it useful and inspiring – well   

compered, inspiring speakers, active 

workshops and speed networking set a 

great tone.”  [The compere for the day 

was Campbell Cameron representing the 

Third Sector.] 

http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/content/theres-more-fundraising-grants
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/content/theres-more-fundraising-grants
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Lorne Resource Centre and James Watt 

College Award Ceremony 

Members of the Lorne Resource Centre 

attended an award ceremony in the Corran 

Halls, on the 7th March, where they were 

presented with certificates for courses 

which they had studied in the Lorne         

Resource Centre in conjuction with James 

Watt College.   

Janice Boyle, Curriculum Manager from 

the college, presented the certificates and 

successful students were joined by family, 

friends and support workers. Guests        

included Councillors Elaine Robertson and 

Louise Glen Lee.  Members of the centre, 

pictured above, studied a variety of    

courses including computing, film-making 

and desk-top publishing. Everyone was 

pleased to see their achievements           

recognised.  Joanna Kirsop said  

"I got certificates for computing and    

film-making. I feel as if I have achieved a 

lot more through my work in                   

film-making." 

COMMUNITY SERVICES NEWSLETTER 

Dochas Dancers Community Group 

On Friday 27th April the Dochas Dancers 

community dance group performed to a 

packed audience at Ardrishaig hall.  The 

Dochas Dancers who are mainly made up of    

service users from Lochgilphead Resource 

Centre, and include volunteer dancers from 

the local community and Anne Beckitt,       

professional dance tutor, enjoyed taking 

part in their performance almost as much as 

the audience enjoyed watching it.    

This performance also included local        

musicians, and two dancers from the      

Lochgilphead joint campus.   

 

Welldone to all those involved! 

 

  

ADULT CARE 

If you have a good news story that you would like to be included within the   

Community Services Newsletter, please contact Helen Thornton on the details below; 

Helen Thornton 

Management Trainee 

Community Services 

Tel: 01546 604127 


