
CHORD NEWSLETTER 5 

                     
Issued on behalf of Argyll and Bute Council and MacLay Civil Engineering Ltd 

 
Dear all 

This is the first newsletter for the Phase 2 works. Firstly thank you for your assistance in 

following the new pedestrian layout which we have set up around the Square. This will 

alter as the Works progress and some day’s access may be restricted temporarily so 

please take cognisance of the signage. We will try and limit the disruption as far as 

possible. 

Colquhoun Square 

Works began on 6th January and very early in the week we found rock at shallow 

depths. This continued across the entire South half of the Square and also into the 

Northern half too. In order to install the new drainage, additional heavy machines were 

brought in to “peck” out the rock. This was a long and noisy task and I’m sure the local 

residents are more than glad that this element of our work is completed. Over 80m3 of 

rock was removed in order to install the drainage. Our next stage of the works was to 

begin to construct the streetlighting, festive lighting ducting and draw pits which pass 

over the top of the drainage. The weather obviously played its part and the site was 

very muddy as the excavations were completed for the new footpath gullies. As you 

could see, many ducts and draw pits are located throughout the Square. Over 5000m of 

cables will be installed within the Chord Project, most of which are within the Square.  

The intention had been to keep the existing streetlighting operational during the 

construction phase before reverting to the new lighting installation. Shallow depths of 

cables has resulted in damage to the cables and as a result we have had to resort , for 

Health and Safety reasons, to using generators to power tower lighting. These will be in 

place until the new lights are operational. The existing lights will be taken down and 

returned to Argyll and Bute Council.   

 



Following the installation of the streetlighting and CCTV ducting, we began in the 

shaping and construction of the kerbing and dished channels to the Southern half of 

the Square. This has progressed at pace over the last week and is looking good as the 

new layout begins to take shape. The new access roadway in the South West corner is 

important to allow us access to the area outside the Post office. This can only be 

accessed by transferring the PO traffic to the new roadway. We hope to surface this 

new road this week and thus release the remaining area for the final tie in drainage 

from West Princes ST. Work on West Princes St itself has had a stop start activity as 

existing services, in particular a gas main, and a missing section of sewer have meant 

redesign and delays concurrent with the rock breakout. As a result, and as is normal, 

we are currently reprogramming the Works to other areas to allow decisions to be 

taken and solutions found. In this way we continue works in other areas and remain 

productive. The last area we will progress will be the Eastern side of West Princes 

Street. We will concentrate on the Square initially. We are currently placing tar to areas 

to provide safe access to areas and also act as a base for the granite paving, which 

should begin to be laid within the next few weeks. The tarmac will be used to gain 

access to remove the lighting columns. 

Despite the above challenges we are only slightly behind our planned programme, with 

almost 23% of the phase 2 works completed.  We are currently projecting completion 

these works late May/early June 2014     

Parking 

Whilst the one way system is in place, we must maintain access for deliveries and 

refuse collection so although parking is available, please note it is for the sole purpose 

of delivery lorries and collections during the day. Parking overnight is perfectly 

acceptable but can vehicles pleased be moved prior to working hours. 

Esplanade Works 

We have started back on works to the esplanade area. The storm of 3rd January has 

damaged some previously constructed foundations along with washing out almost 

500m3 of sand, gravel and soil. This will require to be replaced in advance of 

completing the remaining works but the precast concrete staircases are due on site 

within the next two weeks.  Once the staircase is insitu, the remaining works on the 

esplanade will gather pace, estimated completion date late spring 2014.    

Holidays 

As is normal for the construction trades, we will be closed during Easter Weekend 

between Good Friday and Easter Monday, and also for the Glasgow Fair fortnight 

where a token workforce will be present. 

Thank you again for your support and understanding during the works.  

 



Drew Dunion 

Contract Manager 

Maclay Civil Engineering Ltd 

07876836310 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


