
CHORD NEWSLETTER 6 

                     
Issued on behalf of Argyll and Bute Council and MacLay Civil Engineering Ltd 

 
Dear all 

This is the second newsletter for the Phase 2 works. We are now 11 weeks into the 

project and making good progress throughout the Square, target completion currently 

early June 2014. 

 Colquhoun Square.  

The perimeter of the South Square is complete and full pedestrian access to the shops 

has been fully restored. We are continuing with works to the North of the Square and 

also on West Princes St. The new access road for the Post Office is proceeding at pace 

and will soon be complete, thus allowing us to complete the remaining Works to the 

Western half of the South Square. 

 The bollards that delineate the pedestrian areas from vehicles have also been 

installed. These will also eventually take the artwork showing some of the town’s 

heritage. We have continued to excavate through rock to complete the tree pits and 

have now installed additional drainage to allow them to drain freely. With the 

completion of these and installation of the trees, we will then proceed with the 

remaining small areas of internal paving and finally work our way out of the South 

Square. The granite seating and wooden seats are now beginning to arrive on site and 

these should start to be installed in the next period.  

The Works are progressing within the North Square with removal of the remaining 

lighting columns and installation of the kerbing to the perimeter access road. Once 

completed, we will transfer pedestrians onto this area and continue to remove the 

existing footpaths to the perimeter in a similar manner to the South Square.  

We have also changed the temporary lighting within the Square to new Hybrid lights 

that run on a mixture of generator and battery power. These are also much quieter and 

we have attempted to minimise the noise levels by using these units whilst maintaining 



safe lighting levels for both pedestrians and vehicles. These operate on a light sensor so 

switch on and off automatically.  

Sinclair St car park 

Works will also begin soon in the Sinclair Street Car Park where the area will be closed 

for a period of 4-6 weeks to carry out new lighting and surfacing works. During this 

time, members of the public are reminded that the pier car park is free until the car 

park works are completed. 

West Princes St.  

On West Princes St, we have continued to install kerbing to the West of the Square 

along with some drainage whilst maintaining both parking, and pedestrian access. We 

shall continue to install the kerbline defining the lay by areas and pave these areas 

during the next few weeks before crossing over and working on the Northern footways.  

We have encountered some high services within the Western half of West Princes St, 

particularly the main gas main which may have to be lowered to allow construction of 

the lay by’s. Hopefully this will be resolved this week and allow us to continue in this 

area. 

Parking and access for deliveries 

Whilst the one way system is in place, we must maintain access for deliveries and 

refuse collection so although parking is available, please note it is for the sole purpose 

of delivery lorries and collections during the day. If at all possible please refrain from 

parking in these spaces as they are for deliveries first and foremost and for disabled 

access. Parking overnight is perfectly acceptable but can vehicles pleased be moved 

prior to working hours. 

Esplanade Works 

As you can no doubt see, the first installation of precast staircases was undertaken 

during this period with the remaining 5 units being lifted into position on 25th March. 

We have continued to reinstate the esplanade area and by replacing the material 

washed away in the storm; this has allowed us to install the foundation for the Granite 

seating wall. Following the final installation of the staircases, we shall continue with 

final reinstatement and proceed with installing the remaining seating wall units. This 

will then allow us to progress with the new concrete esplanade. 

Holidays 

As is normal for the construction trades, we will be closed during Easter Weekend 

between Good Friday and Easter Monday, returning to site on Tuesday 22nd April. 

Thank you again for your support and understanding during the works.  

Drew Dunion 



Contract Manager 

Maclay Civil Engineering Ltd 

07876836310 

 

 



 

 

 

 


