
CHORD NEWSLETTER 3 

                     
Issued on behalf of Argyll and Bute Council and MacLay Civil Engineering Ltd 

 
Dear all 

During the last few weeks we have progressed along West Clyde Street and are 
currently progressing works in Colquhoun Street. We are now working towards a 
Completion Date for the Phase 1 A Works on West Clyde St of 8 November and for 
Colquhoun Street South the 21st November.   Phase 1 B works on the Esplanade are due 
to be completed in July 2014 as originally forecasted. 

WEST CLYDE ST 

We have substantially completed the pavement works to the Area between James 
Street and Colquhoun Street, with works now progressing into Colquhoun Street 
following streetlighting duct installation. The Works are also progressing along the area 
between Colquhoun St and Sinclair St.  At the time of writing, breakout works have 
progressed as far as the Royal bar. The Parking Bays have also progressed with almost 
3/4 of the street now completed.  

Road Construction 

During this period we have also made a start on the new road construction which is 
now progressing to the revised programme. The work actually involves remodelling of 
the existing road and forming a new camber in the road to shed water equally to either 
side of the carriageway. This requires planing off some areas of the existing road and 
also fully reconstructing other areas to full depth. The plant used is specialist 
equipment and can lay stone and tar macadam to small tolerances. At time of writing, 
the first areas of road were planned to be laid on 8th October. It is the intention to 
transfer the traffic on to the North carriageway between James and William Street to 
allow access for constructing the Kerbline on the South Carriageway along with the 
associated additional drainage. 

 



 

Public Toilets 

The public toilets are now substantially completed with additional items undertaken 
this week. We are awaiting delivery of the new handryers but these are due to be fitted 
by Wed 16th along with a baby changing facility. The ramp is currently being 
constructed for the disabled toilet and new RADAR lock has now been fitted. 

Esplanade Works 

The first 16no sections of the seating wall are now on site with more deliveries 
expected in the next few days. Once the full sequence of units are on site, works shall 
begin from the Eastern end towards the Henry Bell Monument. Each unit weighs 
approx 1.5 Tonnes and is bolted to the adjacent unit by stainless steel plates. The 
weight of the units is substantial so the continuity of fixing them together is designed 
to prevent any possible movement. This work to the Esplanade will continue along the 
front after completion of West Clyde Street. 

Completion Date 

Following our previous newsletter  Phase 1a targeted completion date is  the 21st 
November. Works are progressing towards this date and we are actively aiming to 
better this if possible.  

In order to give a better understanding of the remaining works  we have provided a  
programme indicating timescales planned for each remaining activity. 

Feedback 

We will soon be seeking views from those directly affected by the first phase works – 
including retailers, other businesses and local residents – with a questionnaire asking 
for feedback on performance, things we got right and to identify ways performance 
could be improved. 

 

Thank you again for your support and understanding during the works.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Drew Dunion 

Contract Manager 

Maclay Civil Engineering Ltd 

07876836310 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 


