
CHORD NEWSLETTER 2 

                     
Issued on behalf of Argyll and Bute Council and MacLay Civil Engineering Ltd 

 
Dear all 

During the last 5 weeks, the works have been progressing at pace from the Western 
end of West Clyde Street with the footpath granite and the completion of the 
pedestrian areas past John Street. With almost 2400m2 of footway to be laid we are 
continuing to break out the remaining footpaths in advance of the paving squads and 
your patience with the diversions around each area is appreciated. We can advise that 
the shops can remain open whilst we work, as we undertake the work early morning 
and late at night at each shop entrance. Given the maze of pedestrian barriers needed 
to maintain access, we have installed additional signage to control pedestrian through 
routes and direct access to the shops.  

WEST CLYDE ST 

We have substantially completed the pavement works to the Area between William 
Street and John Street, with the final elements of street furniture due to be installed in 
the next few days. Some street signage remains to be completed for traffic and parking 
which will be installed before the end of September. The pend entrances are being 
completed under agreement with the residents and owners which have taken longer to 
get permission to complete. These are smaller slabs so take longer to lay. The tasks of 
laying the slabs is a very labour intensive task with several men required to measure, 
cut, load out areas and lay but this is necessary to ensure a high quality finish. 

Parking Bays 

We have started to lay the chequerboard areas of the parking bays at the Western end 
of the site. Once completed, we shall open the footpath to the public and revise the 
traffic to allow the South kerbline to be installed. This we anticipate to be W/C 9th 
September. This will then allow us to undertake the reconstruction of the roadway 
which we will do in 100m sections to maintain traffic flow.  



We have started to remove the remaining concrete footpath from Dino’s through to 
The Lomond Tapestry with a view to begin laying slabs to this area this week. The 
corner area at Colquhoun Chambers has also been progressed to provide continuity of 
access across this busy junction. 

Public Toilets 

The public toilets have been substantially completed with the completion of the male 
and female toilets. The external decoration will follow shortly upon completion of the 
disabled ramp. The toilets are currently open to the public from 8.00am until 8.00pm 
until September Weekend when they will revert to a 16.30 closing time. Minor 
snagging is being undertaken prior to final handover to A&BC but this will be 
undertaken after opening hours. 

Esplanade Works 

We have now progressed the foundation for the new Granite Seating wall with the 
excavation and foundations now 60% complete. We anticipate the first large granite 
sections to arrive in the next two weeks starting from the Eastern end of the site. 

Completion Date 

As you may be aware, we have undertaken substantially revised works associated with 
existing services which could not have been foreseen. This has led to the need for, 
changes to street lighting design and revisions to pipe routes etc. As a result of this, we 
have recently agreed to extend the working duration for Phase 1 A, under agreement 
with Argyll and Bute Council for a period of 5 weeks past the original completion Date. 
This puts the estimated Completion date at 14th October but further additional works 
to the road, could extend this by a further 2 weeks and these are currently being 
discussed with ABC representatives. 

Your continued support throughout the works is much appreciated. 

 

Drew Dunion 

Contract Manager 

Maclay Civil Engineering Ltd 

07876836310 
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