
Service Contacts
Our of Hours Social Work Standby Tel: 0800 811 505

Dunoon Social Work Office
Ellis Lodge, Argyll Road, Dunoon PA23 8ES
Tel: 01369 707300

Helensburgh Social Work Office
Lomond House, 29 Lomond St, Helensburgh G84 7PW
Tel: 01436 658750

Islay Social Work Office
Kilarrow House, Bowmore, Isle of Islay PA43 74W
Tel: 01496 301350

Mull Social Work Office
The Centre, Salen, Isle of MUll PA72 6JB
Tel: 01680 300258

Mid Argyll Social Work Office
Lochnell Street Lochgilphead PA31 8ST
Tel: 01546 602177

Oban Social Work Office
Soroba House, Oban Argyll PA34 4JA
Tel: 01631 563068

Bute Social Work Office
Union Street, Rothesay, Isle of Bute PA20 0ND
Tel: 01700 501300

Campbeltown Social Work Office
Old Quay Head, Campbeltown PA26 6BA
Tel: 01586 552659

Scottish Children’s Reporter Administration 
Manse Brae, Lochgilphead   Tel: 01546 606937

ParentLine Scotland Tel: 0808 800 2222

ChildLine Scotland Tel: 0800 1111

Police Oban 01631 510500
Dunoon 01369 702222
Campbeltown 01586 862200
Helensburgh 0141 552 3331

Will there be contact by the
named person with the child? 
The local authority social work service should
discuss with both parents any arrangements
for contact between the named person and
the child. There may be circumstances where
it is beneficial for the child for there to be
some contact with the the named person 
during the period of the order

Important Information
If you have any questions about the Exclusion
Order which have not been answered to your
satisfaction or if you would like independent
advice please contact a solicitor immediately.

This leaflet is for guidance only. You should not
assume that it is a full guide to the law. For
legal advice please contact a solicitor.

This leaflet was given to you by:

Name: ..............................................................................................................

Agency: ..........................................................................................................

Phone Number: ....................................................................................

Exclusion 
Order

Copies of this document are also available, on request,
in other formats by contacting 01546 604245.

This leaflet has been prepared by Argyll and Bute Child
Protection Committee. The child protection committee 
is made up of representatives from across the main 
statutory and voluntary organisations in your area.

Its purpose is to ensure local agencies work together to
protect children. 

For more information on Argyll and Bute 
Child Protection Committee visit our website at: 

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/abcpc

 



What happens after an
Order is made?
An Exclusion Order can last for a maximum 
of six months. This period is intended to allow
the family the opportunity to consider how
best to secure the welfare of the child or 
children in the longer term. The local 
authority social work service will usually have
a direct role to play in this. A named person
may be able to visit the family home during
this time, but only with the written consent of
the local authority.

The named person or the local authority can
apply to the Sheriff for any variation to the
Order or its conditions 

Exclusion Orders are the beginning of 
a process of detailed assessment of 
current and future risk. The local authority
social work department will assess the 
degree of risk which the named person 
presents and ensure that he or she receives
appropriate assistance whether or not he or
she is a family member.

Introduction
This leaflet is designed to give you advice if an
Exclusion Order is necessary for the protection
of your child.

What is an Exclusion Order?
If there are concerns that your child may 
be suffering from significant harm or the 
threat of harm an application can be 
made to a Sheriff to grant an Exclusion 
Order to prevent a “named person” from
entering your child’s home. The local 
authority social work service will usually apply
for the order. It will have to show to the 
Sheriff that the child has suffered or is likely 
to suffer significant harm from the behaviour
of the named person, and that the order 
is necessary to protect the child and that this
is better than removing the child from the
family home.

Significant harm means that the harm is 
serious, not minor or short lived.

What does the 
Exclusion Order say?
The order will name the person who will be
excluded from the child’s home. This could be
the child’s parent or any other person. The
order can make a number of other conditions
such as preventing the named person from
coming into the area immediately around the
home or removing any item from the home.
The type of conditions attached to the 
order will vary depending on each family’s 
circumstances. Your social worker will explain
any of the conditions on the order in more
detail with you.

The application for the order will also name an
“appropriate person” who will have the
responsibility to care for the child after the
order is made. This could for example be the
child’s other parent who might be remaining
in the house

The “named person” has the right to appear
in front of the Sheriff prior to an Exclusion Order
being granted to put forward their view and
state their case.

An interim Exclusion Order can also be made
by the Sheriff prior to a full hearing of the
application for an Order

Where a Sheriff believes grounds exist for the
making of an Order the Sheriff may grant a
Child Protection Order instead, and the child
may be removed from the family home to a
place of safety.
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