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Foreword 
Foreword by Councillor Bruce Marshall, Spokesperson for 
the Environment 

This Main Issues Report (MIR) represents the first formal stage in 
producing a new Local Development Plan (LDP) for Argyll and Bute 
Council in its role as Planning Authority that will eventually replace the 
current Development Plan that consists of the approved Structure and 
Local Plans. 

The MIR provides a 20 year land use vision with associated key 
objectives for the whole of Argyll and Bute, excluding the area covered 
by the Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park that has its own 
land use plan. 

The MIR is not a draft plan however and should not be treated in that way by our key 
stakeholders or by anyone else with an interest in the plan.  Its primary purpose is to highlight and 
discuss new issues, put forward alternative policy directions or options, settlement and spatial 
strategies and hopefully stimulate debate on identified areas of major change.  

Effective engagement on the plan is front loaded in the new process and the MIR is the key 
document for this. It is the most important stage within the plan preparation process for 
productively consulting stakeholders on the content of the plan and for involving the wider public. 
At this stage the Planning Authority has not reached a firm view and is seeking different ideas and 
views. After taking these views into account the Planning Authority will publish the proposed plan, 
which will represent the planning authority’s settled view  

Throughout the document key issues, questions on possible policy and spatial options have been 
posed that require a carefully considered response.  It is hoped that everyone will focus their 
response to the MIR through these questions to allow the Council to quickly establish where 
consensus can be reached and identify areas in need of further discussion and adjustment. 

Given the extremely challenging times we now live in terms of the economy, the growing impact 
of climate change and the significantly reduced public funding we will have for the foreseeable 
future it is vital that we are innovative in our approach and work together with our partners, 
members of our local community and other key stakeholders to meet the full potential our 
outstanding area undoubtedly possesses. 

I therefore hope you can find the time to read the MIR in full and where necessary respond 
constructively to the issues and questions posed in the document. New ideas are welcome and if 
you feel we have not provided an opportunity for debate on any major issue that you believe to be 
important please let us know through the final question contained in Chapter 11. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Bruce Marshall 
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Aqualibrium - Campbeltown 

Kilchurn Castle 

Rainwater Harvesting System, 
Rudha Riabhach 

Alt an Duin—Kilmory, Achnamara. 
Design Awards 2009, Commendation 
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Map 1.1 -  Area of Argyll and Bute Covered by Main Issues Report  
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Chapter 1. 

Introduction 
 
1.1 Argyll and Bute stretches from 
Helensburgh and Cardross in the East to the 
island of Tiree in the North West and down to 
Campbeltown and the Mull of Kintre in the 
South. The cultural diversity of local 
communities reflects this geographic 
diversity. There are 25 inhabited islands, 
more than any other local authority area in 
Scotland and the mainland is divided by long 
sea lochs that cut deep inland and further 
fragment already remote and sparsely 
populated areas. This mix of urban 
communities, remote rural mainland 
combined with a significant island population 
makes Argyll and Bute the most diverse local 
authority area anywhere in the UK. 
 
1.2 Argyll and Bute Council is required to 
produce a Local Development Plan (LDP) to 
inform the development of land governed by 
the Land Use Planning Acts. The process of 
preparing a LDP has a number of steps 
within it, and takes place over a number of 
years to finalise and approve. This 
document, the Main Issues Report (MIR) 
represents the first formal stage of the 
process and is intended to be the main focus 
of engagement, public debate and 
consultation on the LDP. (See Diagram 2.1) 
This consultation is expected to last for nine 
weeks and a series of open day events will 
be held around Argyll and Bute to allow 
everyone with an interest to clarify issues 
and seek further information. 
 
1.3 The findings of the consultation on the 
MIR will feed in directly to the content of the 
Proposed LDP that will be published in 
January 2012 and subject to a further round 
of public consultation.  

1.4 The LDP will contain statements of 
Argyll and Bute Council’s land use policy for 
assessing planning applications submitted to 
it, and proposals, in the form of allocations of 
land, for uses within different parts of Argyll 
and Bute. The LDP will also contain a 
number of recommendations and actions.  
The area covered by the MIR will be the 
whole of Argyll and Bute, excluding that part 
within the Loch Lomond and Trossachs 
National Park which has its own plan. 
(Please see Map 1.1) 
 
1.5 The Argyll and Bute LDP will have an 
effective date from the date of its adoption 
(anticipated mid 2013) until 2033. It will 
provide firm guidance for the period up to 
2018, when it will be reviewed.   
 
1.6 Whilst the LDP is a stand-alone 
document it is required to be consistent with 
all relevant legislation, the aims and 
objectives of national planning policy, 
including the National Planning Framework 2 
and Scottish Planning Policy (SPP).  The 
LDP will also have regard to a number of 
other key documents which relate to Argyll 
and Bute that include the suite of Council 
corporate level documents including the 
Single Outcome Agreement and Corporate 
Plan together with other statutory documents 
such as the Housing Needs and Demand 
Assessment (HNDA), Local Housing 
Strategy, Local Transport Strategy, 
Economic Development Action Plan (EDAP) 
and the Renewable Energy Action Plan 
(REAP) which can all be regarded as sister 
documents to the Local Development Plan.  
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Cross Street, Campbeltown 

Sustainable Housing, A’Chrannag, 
Rothesay 

Tigh-Na-Cladach, Dunoon – New Sustainable Housing from 
Fyne Homes including Scotland’s First Passivhaus - Photo 
Courtesy of Fyne Initiatives Ltd and Andrew Lee 

Scottish Association 
for Marine Science - 
Oban 


