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2.0 Character and Appearance 
 

2.1 Setting 
 Assessment of the landscape and surroundings  

The photograph below shows well how Campbeltown sits at the 
head of its loch on the east side of the lower lying broad neck of 
land separating the Kintyre peninsula to the north from the 
broad, hilly area that forms the distinct area of south Kintyre. 
The peninsula gives protection to the loch from the prevailing 
westerly winds, while Davaar Island and the twist of the loch 
provides protection from easterly weather. This relationship 
with the sea and the excellent natural harbour is the chief 
reason for the siting of the town. The slight rise to the site of 
the former castle (at Castlehill) and presence of the Witch Burn 
provided strategic and functional reasons for the development of 
the site. 
 

 

 The hinterland of good farmland and natural resources of the 
area complimented the resources provided by the sea in terms 
of fishing and trade. 
The photograph also demonstrates the divided nature of the 
town – the original core to the south west while a secondary 
focus developed early on at the north west (right hand side) of 
the loch head at Dalintober. The flat land there providing room 
for the 19th C expansion of distilling and housing 
Villa development occurred during the 19th C along both the 
north and south shores of the loch at Askomil and Kilkerran Road 
respectively. 
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 The sequence of views below demonstrate the combination of 
natural shelter derived from the higher ground to the north and 
south of the town, and also to the east by Davaar Island 

 
 View from outside the loch 

 
 View from the outer part of the loch, Campbeltown hidden 

behind Trench Point but with the spire of the Lorne and Lowland 
Church prominent. The rugged hillsides give way to a gentler 
farmland and wooded setting. 

 
 As the inner loch is approached Dalintober and Askomil finally 

open up to view while the low lying background becomes less 
obvious. 
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 This early 18th C lithograph (Campbeltown Civic Society), 

demonstrates the interaction of the different elements of the 
town’s setting – the loch, sheltering hills and surrounding 
farmland.  

 
 The view of today’s town demonstrates much the same 

interaction. The main difference being the extent of building to 
the south west (right) and the filling in of the head of the bay to 
form Kinloch Park. 
Kinloch Park gives the town a fine open space at its heart, but it 
has also served to reinforce the split between the two main 
parts of the town and has, to an extent, removed the connection 
between parts of the town and the sea. 

 Similarly the filling in of the shore-front at Quarry Green brought 
about a significant change in the setting of the south end of the 
town. It created an wide green space where views open out to 
the entrance to the loch and Davaar Island and provided a 
landscape setting for the row of Villas along Kilkerran Road 
(below). 
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 The relations hip between loch, buildings and the green hills 

rising behind is important to the character of Campbeltown and 
care must be taken, when considering future developments, to 
ensure that this is not compromised. In particular building on or 
close to sky-lines could be quite detrimental. 

 

These elements also define the views out of the area. From the 
harbour or shore the foreground is dominated by marine activity. 
Further into the town the townscape dominates but glimpses of 
the loch or harbour create interest while the more distant 
landscape is a constant presence. 
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Immediate Environment – Kinloch Road 
To the west of the Old Quay the historic relationship was 
changed significantly when Kinloch park was formed in the late 
19th C. What had become an unpleasant, polluted shoreline, 
especially at low tide, became a significant park. The siting of 
the swimming pool, replaced by the recent new building 
detracts from the original sweep of the park, however the 
historic part of the town suffers badly because the land along 
Kinloch Road, facing onto the park, developed as a series of 
depots and sheds, with the backs of Longrow visible between 
across the yards. The row of mature trees helps mitigate this 
effect but in terms of a first approach to the town centre by 
vehicle (from the north west) the effect is very unfortunate. 
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Immediate Environment – Kinloch Road 
The main road from the north leads directly to the street behind 
Kinloch Road – Longrow. This is an historic street and although 
presently outwith the conservation area is lined by traditional 
buildings, many of some age and several of merit. 
Unfortunately the straightness and width of the street make it 
somewhat of a corridor and vehicles tend to continue at speed. 
Asphalt dominates. A number of lanes exist between Longrow 
and Kinloch Road. Although poorly surfaced and with poor 
environments at present these links are important survivors fron 
the time when the shore was close to the backs of the Longrow 
properties.  
 
Other Approaches 
The other principal points of entry are much better: people 
arriving from the airport approach along Witchburn Road and 
enter straight into the heart of the town; the approach from 
Carradale opens up broad views of the town and the loch, and 
passes the attractive villas of High Askomil.  
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 The area in relation to its form and function  

 

 

The waterfront 
The importance of the relationship between the town and the 
sea is illustrated above. As noted in the Yellow Book Report: 
Campbeltown has an active working waterfront, with facilities 
for a small fishing fleet, pontoons for yachts, cargo handling at 
New Quay and the (currently mothballed) ferry terminal. This is 
an asset that adds vitality and interest to the life of the town 
as well as providing some useful employment. 
However, links between the town centre and the waterfront are 
disappointing, and the quality of most development on the 
landward side has been poor. Heavy vehicles bring timber and 
wind turbine sections to the harbour for export; some of this 
traffic passes through the town centre and it all approaches 
New Quay past Old Quay Head and along Hall Street, which is a 
dual carriageway. 

 
 The area around New Quay Head is particularly unfortunate in 

townscape terms; here functionality has taken over and large 
areas of asphalt or concrete dominate. 
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The Town Centre 
As noted in the chapters outlining the development of the town, 
the waterfront was not considered as much more than a working 
environment, or somewhere to dispose of effluent and waste 
until around the end of the 19th C. Perhaps because of this the 
form of the town can be seen to be much more related to the 
trade, religious and civic activities which developed within the 
centre. Religious buildings were prominent because of their size 
and number and in some cases physical prominence on raised 
ground (such as the Highland Kirk or at Castlehill) or  the 
dominating height of their spires and towers (as at the Lowland 
Church). The Town Hall provided an early focal point within the 
town but it was during the 19th C that civic buildings grew in 
importance, and prominence with the Sheriff Court building and 
Police Station occupying prominent sites at Castlehill. Later the 
Museum provided an important landmark on the recently 
extended waterfront. 
The main contribution to the form of the town, in terms of the 
built fabric, was provide by the growth in buildings for trade and 
commerce during the later 19th century and early 20th C. 
Distilleries occupied large areas of ground to the west while 
within the town numerous large tenement buildings give the 
town its urban feel. While providing housing, many of these 
buildings also contained numerous shops.  The hotels (Royal 
Hotel, White Hart Hotel and Argyll Hotel all occupying significant 
frontages. 
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2.2 Activity and Movement 

 

The Yellow Book Report notes: 
Other key issues relate to the impact of traffic and parking, and 
the quality of the pedestrian environment. Main roadspass 
through the town and carry a significant volume of heavy goods 
vehicles (see below). Historically, the town has enjoyed a 
parking free-for-all, which may have had some merits in terms 
of access and drop-in shopping, but has created an unexpectedly 
hostile environment for pedestrians considering the small size 
of the town. 
Unrestricted parking also affects the environmental quality of 
streets and public spaces, and has invaded potentially attractive 
spaces such as at Burnside Street. 

 
 

 Day & night variations, Seasonal variations 
Being located almost at the end of a long peninsula, 
Campbeltown does not appear to suffer a large volume of 
through traffic, however, as the main service town for quite an 
extensive, and dispersed, hinterland it appears that personal 
transport is dominant, coupled with an expectation of reaching 
and parking at a particular destination. Witchburn Road brings 
traffic from South Kintyre straight into the Main Street and this 
is a mixture of cars, buses and lorries. While the volume appears 
insufficient to cause significant back-ups, its sporadic frequency, 
couple with the ease of movement along relatively wide main 
streets, makes pedestrian road crossing daunting. 
The route to the New Quay also brings heavy vehicles along the 
front at moderate intervals. 
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 Perhaps the most unfortunate result of the traffic circulation 
pattern is the isolation of the Town Cross in what is, effectively 
a traffic roundabout. There are no pedestrian crossings to the 
centre and the monument is somewhat isolated. 

 
 

Pedestrian movement within the town is important; many people 
live close to the centre and apart from the main streets there is 
an important network of smaller streets, lanes and closes that 
provide direct and interesting routes about the centre. 
Cross Street (left) is, perhaps the most obvious example but 
streets such as Union Street and Burnside Street provide 
pleasant routes lined with shops. 

   

 

It is important for the character of the town that these streets 
maintain their activity and patterns of movement. Some 
vehicular access may be necessary to ensure that customers 
have access to the businesses, however the domination of 
parked cars needs to be alleviated. 
Cross Street and the square beyond have received some surface 
upgrading, mainly using concrete pavoirs and paving materials, 
however the majority of the surfaces comprise asphalt roadways 
and a mixture of concrete or asphalt paving surfaces 
Small streets also link the longer streets of Kirk Street, The 
Shore and Argyll Street. Again these are vehicle dominated and 
present poor environments for pedestrians. Fisher Row is a 
typical example (left). 
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 A particularly poor environment exists around the link between 
Shore Street and Old Quay Head. The combination of missing 
buildings, poorly surfaced streets and a roughly finished parking 
lot  creates a particular eyesore in a key part of the town 
centre. 

 
 

 

Less prominent are the lanes leading off both sides of Longrow. 
To the south west the connection to Glebe Street past the 
Springbank Distillery, while a key access to the distillery, 
provides a direct link and is frequently used by pedestrians. 
Unfortunately the surface is poor and the general environment is 
vehicle dominated. The junction at the Glebe Street end is 
poorly defined and in need of improvement. 
To the north east a number of lanes link Longrow with Kinloch 
Road. Again these are poorly surfaced and uninviting for 
pedestrians. 
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2.3 Street Pattern and Topography 

 

Campbeltown, being relatively recent (essentially 17th C), has a 
layout which is significantly different from many older Scottish 
towns  where a main street, often between castle and friary, 
lined with narrow burgess plots, gives a typical ‘herring-bone’ 
pattern. When the 2nd Earl of Argyll (Archibald Campbell) 
established the town the site chosen was closer to the head of 
the loch than that of the medieval castle of Kilkerran, perhaps 
because it provided a more suitable anchorage while also 
providing a fresh water supply (the Witch Burn) and a 
prominence on which to site the new castle which was built and 
occupied by the Earl’s younger son by 1626. 
The focus of the new town was, from the first, the main street, 
rising from the shore to the castle. The castle did not survive for 
long - it was demolished by General Leslie’s army in 1647.  The 
1760’s plan, left, shows a blank space, which was later occupied 
by the imposing Lowland Church, built in 1779-81 

 
 

 The ninth Earl’s eldest son, created first Duke of Argyll in 1701, 
died in 1703; but in 1700 he had secured Campbeltown’s 
promotion to Royal Burgh status. The Dowager Duchess was 
ensconced at Limecraigs a few years after (this is shown as the 
‘Duke of Argyll’s House’ at extreme top left in the plan above) 
and was instrumental in establishing the  Old Quay, although was 
not completed until the middle of the 18th C by which time New 
Quay had also come into existence.  
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 These above man made features, utilising natural changes in 
level provided the node points from which the town developed, 
principally with substantial buildings lining Main Street, further 
development in the immediately adjoining streets and also along 
the shore. In contrast, the Witch Burn provided a natural feature 
which literally shaped one side of the town centre and to a large 
extent, by squeezing the available land between the burn and 
Main Street, led to an increase in the density of that area. 

 
 

Longrow appears on town plans at an early 
date, stopping abruptly at the Witch Burn 
(bridged at this point). Some development is 
shown up the west side of the burn. Bridging 
the burn appeared at first problematic but 
the number of bridges increased and by the 
end of the 19th C most of its course down 
Burnside Street had been culverted and 
covered over. 
Kirk Street, leading east off main Street 
became a more upmarket residential street 
at an early date, particularly in comparison 
to the more crowded tenements to the 
north-west of Main Street.  The street, 
which is slightly cranked in plan follows a 
contour, raising its buildings slightly above 
those of Shore Street, still retains a number 
of substantial earlier houses. 

 

 
Traditional vernacular buildings gave way to 
more formal modern structures (above, Old 

Quay Head – current Woolworths store) 

The Shore 
The present, largely man-made, shore line developed relatively 
late on. Mid 19th C plans show the shore following its (relatively) 
natural line, with the exception of some seaward expansion to 
the north-west of the Old Quay and some, to a lesser extent, 
around new Quay head. 
The key change to the north-west came with the creation of 
Kinloch Public Park, completed by the 1880’s. 
A little later the shore was extended outwards between the 
quays, while to the south-east the creation of Quarry Green took 
a considerable number of years – started in 1893 but not fully 
infilled until 1913, with work on the breast wall continuing, as a 
means of providing employment, well after the first world war.    
The relatively late and lengthy development of the shore 
produced significant changes in the street pattern of the town. 
The previous somewhat irregular shore, became, in its central 
part (between the quays) more formal and lined with imposing 
buildings while a recognizable public space developed at Old 
Quay Head. Unfortunately by the time Kinloch Road developed it 
was lined with depots and industrial sheds while to the south- 
east, architectural quality, after the high point of the Museum 
and Library petered out. 
Other Streets 
Other than the irregularities created by the shore line and the 
Witch Burn, the ground to the north west is relatively flat or 
with gentle gradients, while to the south-east the coastal strip is 
also relatively even. This allowed the planning of quite regular 
streets which can be seen, as proposed, on the 1801 plan above 
and which were developed in accordance with these lines over 
the 19th century. 



  
Campbeltown Conservation Area Appraisal 

 

 Final Draft_A_12 January 2008
 

38

 
Other photographs indicated a surface of 
setts on the pier 

 
Longrow South – this and other 
photographs indicate an unfinished 
surface, perhaps just after construction 
of the buildings 
 

 
Asphalt dominates 

Surfaces 
Surfaces in Campbeltown are, on the whole, of utilitarian quality 
with vehicular use predominating and asphalt or tarmacadam the 
predominant materials.  
Historical records suggest that Main Street and Kirk Street were 
the first streets to be paved with stone setts or flags, but no 
evidence of this remains. Even the early McGrory photographs 
indicate fairly basic surfaces 

  
 
The above photograph indicates stone flag pavement with a 
stone kerb while the street appears quite rough, possibly made 
up with small cobbles. Other photographs indicate that the Old 
Quay was surfaced in setts, however, elsewhere within the town 
there is little evidence that these existed. 
As noted in the previous section, Cross Street and its square 
have been surfaced using concrete pavoirs and flags, otherwise 
asphalt dominates as the carriageway surface while pavements 
tend to be concrete, concrete paving flags or asphalt. 

 
Illustrations are given on the following page, generally showing 
the type and quality of paving. 
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Burnside Street/Square at Cross Street 

 
Hall Street 

 
Lane from Kinloch Road to 50/52 Longrow 

 
Old Quay Head and Town Cross – 
townscape dominated by vehicles. 

 
Kirk Street/St John Street 

 
St John Street – large areas of asphalt, poor quality build-outs. 

 
Main Street – the only pedestrian crossing in Campbeltown, and with a 
distinct temporary feel. 
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2.04 BUILDINGS AND TOWNSCAPE 
  

2.04.01 SCHEDULED MONUMENTS 

 

The only Scheduled Monument within the conservation area is 
the ‘A’ listed Town Cross; the list description gives: 
Late medieval disk-headed chlorite-schist cross mounted on 
octagonal base. NW (front) elevation contains carvings of 
religious figures, a 10-line inscription in Lombardic capitals, and 
foliaceous pattern terminated by 2 beasts. SE (rear) elevation 
contains carved foliated cross with mermaid and animal carvings 
to arms and foot. 
Notes: 
Scheduled Ancient Monument No 249. The inscription reads "This 
is the cross of Sir Ivor MacEachen, sometime parson of Kilkivan, 
and of his son, Sir Andrew, parson of Kilchoman, who caused it 
to be made" Sir Andrew MacEachen was promoted from Kilkivan 
to the church of Kilchoman, in Islay, before 1376, and 
dispossessed of this benefice shortly after 1382. This suggests 
that the cross originally stood within or near the graveyard at 
Kilkivan. It was removed to Campbeltown and adapted to serve 
as a market cross sometime after the foundation of the Burgh in 
1607. It was formerly sited outside the town hall, but was taken 
down during the Second World War for safety and erected 
afterwards in its present position. The socket stone appears to 
be original due to the similarity in the stone, but the rest of the 
base is modern. This is the finest surviving example of late 
medieval carving in Kintyre. 
 

2.04.02 KEY LISTED BUILDINGS 
 These are described in detail in Chapter 3. The following are the 

key buildings that make a special contribution to the character 
of the conservation area. 
 

 MAIN STREET AND CASTLEHILL 

 
 

Town Hall 
One of the most important buildings in terms of defining the 
character of Campbeltown. It is ‘B’ listed and dates from 1758-
60. The spire of 1778 by John Brown was remodelled by 
Campbell Douglas in 1865-6.  
Historic Scotland’s notes attached to the list description, state: 
One of Scotland’s finest town houses, marred by some out of 
character alterations. It replaced an earlier tollbooth standing 
on the same site, and was built by the Town Council rasing a 
loan of £300 sterling. The original spire, which was of timber, 
was replaced by the existing stone structure in 1778, and the 
clock and bell installed by John Townsend of Greenock in 1779. 
In 1866, the building was enlarged by the addition of the SW 
wing and the interior was remodelled. External carving, 
including the coat-of-arms, was executed by the sculptor 
William Mossman. In the original arrangement the ground floor 
contained prison-cells while the town hall and court room 
occupied the 1st floor. There was also a debtors’ prison at an 
upper level, which may have been in the garret of the main 
block. External alterations have been more sympathetic to the 
original design, apart from the glazing. Replacement with sash 
and case windows of traditional design would improve the 
appearance of the building. 
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The Lowland Church and adjacent Sheriff Court 
House (below), from the McGrory archive, 
possibly taken in the early 20th C. 

 

Castlehill, Castlehill Mansions, (Formerly Lowland Church Of 
Scotland)  
‘B’ listed, the list description gives: 
George Haswell of Inveraray, 1779-81. 5-bay, 2-storey (3-storey 
to rear) symmetrical classical former church, of rectangular 
plan with wing projecting to rear, converted to residential use 
circa 1985. This building replaced the Lowland Kirk in Kirk 
Street. It was built on the site of Kinloch (or Lochhead) Castle, 
stronghold of the Earls of Argyll as Lord of Kintyre, which was 
demolished by General Leslie’s army in 1647. George Haswell of 
Inveraray was the architect, and building operations were 
supervised by John Brown, mason and architect, also of 
Inveraray.  
The building is of great visual significance, terminating the view 
up Main Street and Castlehill. It is, generally, in good condition. 
 
Castlehill, Sheriff Court House 
‘B’ listed, the list description gives: 
David Cousin of Edinburgh, 1869-71. The town hall had served as 
a courthouse and prison since 1760, but friction between Sheriff 
Bruce and the Town Council in 1852 led to proposals to convert 
old buildings in Bolgam Street into a courthouse, and the courts 
moved there in 1853. Disagreement in 1868 between the Town 
Council and the County authority, the Commissioners of supply, 
about the rent of the Bolgam Street premises prompted the 
Commissioners to build the new courthouse on Castlehill. The 
courtroom was refitted after a fire in 1989. 
Another prominent building, generally in good condition and 
fulfilling its intended purpose. 

 
Sheriff Court House 

 
 The Club 

A distinctive property on a key corner site. ‘B’ listed, by Henry E 
Clifford of Glasgow, 1898. This building is of high quality 
construction and individual design by a significant west coast 
architect, and is a particularly prominent feature in the view 
down Main Street from Castlehill. 
Historic Scotland’s notes attached to the list description, state: 
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The Club 

The Campbeltown Courier of June 1896 announced 
"we understand that Messrs Robert Weir and Son have 
secured the entire contract for the new building, the 
plumber work has been sub-contracted to Messrs R 
Armour & Son". In May 1898, it states "The work in 
connection with the club is now almost completed, 
and the members having possession of their new 
premises at the corner of Main Street and Lorne 
Street enjoy the greater comforts and facilities 
afforded by their new commodious quarters. The 
ground floor accommodation consists of a large L-
shaped reading room, a committee room, staircase 
and lavatory. A cycle stable has also been provided, 
entering from Lorne Street and having direct 
communication to the Club. The upper floor is wholly 
occupied by the billiard room - a spacious apartment 
with 2 tables - which has an open timber roof and 
lofty proportions.  

 The building throughout has been designed with breadth and 
simplicity and is a pleasing addition to our street architecture. 
The walls are built of red freestone from the famous 
Lochabriggs quarry in Dumfriesshire, and the roofs are covered 
with Etterwater green slates. Externally, the principal feature 
is the corner tower, while internally, a feeling of comfort is 
obtained by the plentiful use of wood panelling on the lower 
walls. Altogether, very good effects have been got without 
elaboration". This building is of high quality construction and 
individual design by a significant west coast architect, and is a 
particularly prominent feature in the view down Main Street 
from Castlehill. 

 
White Hart Hotel (McGrory) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Castlehill and Argyll Street, White Hart Hotel, Castlehill and 
Argyll Street 
‘B’ listed, the list description gives: 
Circa 1900, incorporating earlier fabric. A photograph of the 
hotel prior to rebuilding shows a plain 7-bay gabled building. 
Warrant applications for alterations and additions were made in 
1897 and 1907 by Captain H Macneal Younger of Lossit, who also 
owned the Machrihanish hotel, by Sydney Mitchell. The 
forcefulness of the main design elements grouped around the 
corner is somewhat reduced by the absence of the deer 
sculpture which worked visually in conjunction with the chimney 
to great effect. This remains, however, an impressive building 
on this prominent corner site. 
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Old Post Office 

 
50-52 Main Street and Cross Street 

EARLY TENEMENTS 
There are several buildings from the late 18th C or early 19th C 
which contribute to the townscape of the centre of 
Campbeltown. They tend to be well proportioned, regular 
buildings, often with shops at ground floor (many of which are 
later alterations). They also tend to be in relatively poorer 
condition than the later buildings. A few are illustrated here, 
but more detail is given in Section 3.00 
 
53 Main Street (Old Post Office) 
‘C’ listed - early 19th century. 2-storey, 5-bay tenement with 
former post office accommodation at ground floor on corner 
site. On corner site with Argyll Street. This building is an 
important survivor of the type of building that used to line Main 
Street. 
 
50-52 Main Street and Cross Street 
‘B’ listed - a key property on a key corner site. More restrained 
than many of the later tenement buildings, it survives as a very 
good example of the quality of late 18th C development.  
 
16-20 Main Street and 1-3 Bolgam Street 
‘B’ listed - a relatively plain earlier building (late 18th century) 
with overside Victorian dormers occupying a significant corner 
site.   
 
2-14 Main Street & Maclean Place 
‘B’ listed – a large earlier tenement in a prominent location 
within the Main Street but also in relation to Old Quay Head. 
 

 

 
Royal Hotel 

 
Main Street/Kirk Street corner 

LATER BUILDINGS – LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY 
 
Royal Hotel 
Its location at a prominent corner overlooking the harbour and at 
a key node point in the town gives this building a significance 
that goes well beyond its architectural merits.  It is ‘C’ listed, by 
“James M Monro of Glasgow, 1907, partially rebuilt, 1941.  
 
Tenement properties 
There are several tenements built around the end of the 19th or 
beginning of the 20th centuries, many not listed, that reflect the 
development of good quality buildings, such as the corner 
building, left, and latterly the prominence of the Glasgow 
influence of the period on the buildings within Campbeltown. 
Examples of the latter include prominent corner buildings such 
as at the corner of Main Street and Longrow South, below. Many 
have distinctive and often well preserved shopfronts – see 3.06. 
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 AROUND MAIN STREET 
The streets leading off Main Street or in its immediate 
surroundings possess a number of notable buildings. 

 
Former Free Church School 

Former Free Church School, Big Kiln Street 
‘B’ listed, Circa 1845. Single storey, 5-bay 
symmetrical gothic former school with 
rhomboidal double-pile plan. This building is 
an interesting survival of its type and has 
local importance being the only building 
surviving of a group of 4 buildings originally 
on this site. This group comprised the 2 free 
churches, each with their associated schools 
(their linear arrangement shown on the burgh 
plan of 1868), demolished for the 
construction of the Free Church (now 
Heritage Centre) by James Boucher in 1867. 
The building is in very poor condition and in 
need of major restoration and repair. The 
building is important in terms of defining the 
edge of the conservation area at this point.  

 
5 Bolgam Street 

 
6-10 Union Street 

  
30 - 32 Union Street 

5 Bolgam Street 
‘B’ listed, late 18th century, possibly incorporating earlier 
fabric, modernized 1852-3. Dating to the late 18th century, the 
old courthouse is a fine example of a range of buildings with 
high quality stonework detailing, ranged around a small court. 
It retains many features of note to both exterior and interior 
and is particularly remarkable for retaining a timber pegged oak 
roof in the South Range. This roof dates back to at least the 
late 18th century but may well be earlier as its structure is 
similar to roofs dating back as early as the 17th century. The 
roof is `single¿ rafter, without longitudinal members such as 
purlins or ridge board. 
The roof constitutes a rare and special survival to the region. 
The town hall had served as a courthouse and prison since 1760, 
but friction between Sheriff Bruce and the Town Council in 1852 
led to proposals to convert the buildings in Bolgam Street into a 
courthouse, and the courts moved there in 1853. Disagreement 
in 1868 between the Town Council and the County authority, 
the Commissioners of supply, about the rent of the Bolgam 
Street premises prompted the commissioners to build a new 
courthouse on Castlehill. 
This building is in a state of serious disrepair and is ‘at risk’, ie 
without intervention much of the surviving building fabric, or 
even the building itself could be lost. 
 
6-10 Union Street 
‘B’ listed, later 18th century, 3-storey and attic, 7-bay 
tenement. Historic Scotland note ‘This tenement, with its fine 
surviving shopfront, is a good example of 18th century Scottish 
burgh architecture’. 
 
30 - 32 Union Street  
‘B’ listed, This building is listed primarily for its high quality 
shopfront. Although downgrading of the original sash and case 
windows mars the traditional character of the upper floors, the 
tenement as a whole continues to make a valuable contribution 
to the townscape. 
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Argyll Street 
Dominating the south west side of Argyll Street is the enormous 
tenement, described by Historic Scotland as “ ‘B’ listed, Thomas 
L Watson of Glasgow, 1907. These tenements are of good 
quality design and construction and an excellent example of the 
style of architecture brought to the town by the architects 
visiting from Glasgow”.  
 
Kirk Street 
There are two main sections to this street, nearer the Main 
Street a terrace of fairly plain buildings represent survivors of 
the earlier development of Campbeltown.  

 

 
 

These include 
nos  11, 13-15 
and 17-19.The 
buildings are 
not significant 
in themselves 
but form part 
of an 
important 
group within 
this part of 
the town. 

 
 

Kirk Street and St John Street, Highland Church Hall 
(Formerly Lowland Church) 
Lying at the end of the first section of the street, on the corner 
with St John Street, lies the ‘B’ listed church built in 1706 by 
lowlanders that had settled in Campbeltown on the site of an 
earlier church known as the "Thatched House" that was built for 
17th century English-speaking worshippers. The new church 
continued in use until the Castlehill Church was built in 1778-
80. An 18th century plan of the town depicts the church as a T-
plan structure with fronting Kirk Street with a central wing at 
the rear.  
The turn-of-the-century increase in historical awareness 
resulted in a campaign to rescue the building which had fallen 
into disrepair. It was restored by H E Clifford 1904 who’s 
scheme appears to have involved extending the original main 
block a little to the NW, and replacement of the original NE 
wing by an aisle, linked to the main block by a pier arcade. 
 

 
 

Highland Kirk, New Quay Street 
‘B’ listed, George Dempster of Greenock, 1803-08. The Highland 
Church was built to accommodate the Highland Congregation of 
Campbeltown, replacing the Gaelic Church that stood at the end 
of Kirk Street. Superintendent for building works was Robert 
Watt, a Glasgow contractor. The estimated cost of £2,395 was 
considerably exceeded owing to an ill-considered attempt to 
change the design of the steeple whilst the structure was in the 
course of erection, an enterprise which led to the partial 
collapse of the building. The steeple was then demolished by 
lightning in 1830, and rebuilt by John Baird of Glasgow in 1833, 
the contractor being James Taylor. It was then demolished and 
rebuilt once again in 1884-5, prior to the church being (as 
stated in the Heritors minutes) "thoroughly renovated" in 1890. 
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 ALONG THE WATER-FRONT 
The water front along Hall Street, built on land reclaimed 
towards the end of the 19th C, contains some prominent and 
significant buildings. 
 

 
Christian Institute 

Hall Street and Old Quay head, Christian Institute 
‘C’ listed, Henry E Clifford, 1885. The Christian Institute was 
opened in June 1887 by Lord Kinnaird. Although this building is 
not of great architectural merit, it occupies a prominent 
position in the town, as well as being designed by an architect 
of local importance. 
The setting of the building is compromised by the traffic 
arrangements around the end of hall Street/Old Quay head. 

 
6-22 Hall Street, Royal Avenue Mansions 
 

6-22 Hall Street, Royal Avenue Mansions 
‘B’ listed, the list description gives Frank Burnet & Boston of 
Glasgow, dated 1900. This is a tenement good quality design 
and construction occupying a prominent waterfront site. The 
Campbeltown Courier of 1901 states "Campbeltown can now 
boast quite a number of imposing buildings, but there is none 
which takes the eye more readily than the handsome new block 
of shops and dwelling-houses erected at the Old Quay Head by 
ex-Bailie McQueen. The building is of 4 stories and is of a most 
pleasing style of architecture, its appearance from the front 
being very attractive".  
 
Old Picture House, Hall Street  
‘A’ listed, Albert V Gardner of Glasgow, 1913 with some 
surviving 1935 'atmospheric' interior details. Important and rare 
purpose-built cinema with unusual Glasgow School Art Nouveau 
treatment characterised by particularly unusual oval plan form 
surmounted by projection room belvedere.  
The Campbeltown Picture House is an important and rare 
example of an early purpose-built cinema. It is one of the 
earliest surviving purpose-built cinemas in the UK and also the 
only example in Scotland of this first wave of cinema building 
still in use as such. Stylistically, the building is highly 
distinctive with a strong streetscape presence overlooking 
Campbeltown Harbour. The exterior treatment is Glasgow 
School Art Nouveau and it uses a combination of concentric 
ovals in plan form and multiple verticals to the principal 
elevation.  

 
Old Picture House, Hall Street  

The use of this style, including the use of 
roughcast harl, is very uncommon in cinema 
design. Its interior is of equal significance. It 
retains elements of a 1935 'atmospheric' 
refurbishment, undertaken by Gardner (the 
original architect). The Campbeltown 
Picturehouse was built as part of the first 
wave of British picture houses constructed 
after the cinamatograph Act was passed in 
1910. Less than 10 purpose-built cinemas 
constructed in Scotland prior to the outbreak 
of the First World War are thought to survive. 
As a developmental stage within the history of 
this building type, these first purpose-built 
cinemas are of particular  significance. 
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McGrory Archive 

St John Street/ Hall Street, former Public Library and Museum 
with Caretaker’s House 
‘A’ listedJohn James Burnet, 1897-8. Free Scots Renaissance, 
asymmetrically composed, Library and Museum of L-plan 
crowned with lantern cupola. Notes: 
The building is L shape in plan and the ground open to Shore 
Street is laid out as a garden to form an adjunct to the museum 
for the exhibition of archaeological and other exhibits not 
requiring cover.  
This is a building designed in a controlled imaginative style by 
an architect important in Glasgow and other parts of Western 
Scotland at the end of the 19th century, and is built in the best 
quality materials and finishes. 
 

 Kirk Street, South Section 
The area between Main Street and New Quay Street, from Argyll 
Street to Shore Street contains many good quality buildings, 
several of which are listed. These include buildings such as  St 
Kieran’s Episcopal Church and St Kieran’s RC Church and a 
number of more modest buildings such as those at Shore 
Street/Fisher Row. 
The section of Kirk Street between St John Street and New Quay 
Street also contains a number of fine early 19th C houses 
representing good examples of the domestic architecture of the 
period. 
On the north east side of the street another large scale 
tenement occupies a prominent corner (below). 

 
 

KILKERRAN ROAD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The villas along Kilkerran Road were built over a long period 
(from the early 19th C onwards) and many are good examples of 
their type, reflecting the wealth that was created in 
Campbeltown during that period. They include the very fine ‘A’ 
listed Redholme, designed by Henry E Clifford in 1896. 
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 LONGROW AND GLEBE STREET AREA 

 
 

Longrow, Lorne and Lowland Church (Church Of Scotland) 
‘B’ listed, John Burnet, 1869. Symmetrical classical church 
comprising 3-bay pedimented principal (NE) front, slightly 
advanced at 1st floor centre and extending into tall tower with 
crown spire. In 1767 a section of the Lowland congregation at 
the Castlehill Church broke away due to a dispute with the 
Patron, the Duke of Argyll, about a minister’s settlement, and 
built a church in Longrow. They associated themselves with the 
Relief movement, which had just started in Scotland. By the 
time thepresent church was completed the congregation was 
known as the United Presbyterians following the union of the 
Relief and Secession Churches in 1847. It became Longrow 
United Free Church on the union of the Free and United 
Presbyterian Churches in 1900, and entered the Church of 
Scotland at the larger union of 1929. 
The tower is the most prominent structure in the town, visible 
from almost all approaches and particularly from seawards. 

 

 
 
 

 

Springbank Distillery, Glebe Street and 
Well Close 

‘B’ listed, substantial complex of distillery 
buildings, earliest dating from 1828. The 
extensive building of distilleries in 
Campbeltown after 1815 was due to the 
introduction of new government licensing 
regulations in 1814-15. During his visit in 
the late 19th century, Barnard observed 
"(the) distillery is situated at the heart of 
the Whisky City, and stands in its own 
grounds of upwards of 10 acres. The 
buildings, which cover three acres, have a 
frontage to the street of 600 feet, and at 
the back there is a small grass park. The 
distillery was built in the year 1828, by the 
father-in-law of the present proprietors (J 
& A Mitchell & Co), and is more 
conveniently arranged than some of the old 
works. The establishment is built in the 
form of a quadrangle, and there is only one 
gateway". 
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Springbank Distillery 
 

 38-48 Longrow (below) 
‘B’ listed, Early 19th century tenement with a rare example (for 
Campbeltown) of scrolled skewputts at end gables and between 
4th and 5th bays. Historic Scotland notes state: ‘A fine example 
of early 19th century burgh architecture’. 
 

 
 

 
  



  
Campbeltown Conservation Area Appraisal 

 

 Final Draft_A_12 January 2008
 

50

2.4 DISTINCTIVE ARCHITECTURAL STYLE AND DETAILING  
Principal building Styles 

2.4.1 Early Civic Buildings 

 
 

Castlehill, former Lowland Church Of Scotland, ‘B’ listed 
George Haswell of Inveraray, 1779-81 (left) 
Highland Kirk, New Quay Street, ‘B’ listed 
George Dempster of Greenock, 1803-08 (below). 
 

 
Both buildings reflect the formal Georgian architecture of the 
late 18th and early 19th centuries – formal symmetrical 
compositions and classically proportioned details. The spires 
break free of this to an extent. That of the Highland Kirk having 
been rebuilt twice.  
 

2.4.2 Early tenements 
The McGrory photograph (taken around 1900) shows an 
interesting pair of the buildings. The corner building is an early 
type (probably 17th C) that is no longer represented in the town, 
although the small windows and openings carry on in and are 
seen in a number of the early buildings. The central gabled 
wallhead chimney and the crow-stepped wallheads are strong 
features but no early examples survive.  

 

The corner building was replaced 
by ‘The Club’, but the (later, 19th 
C) tenement adjacent to it 
survives. 
Roofs are slated; walls generally 
harled or rendered; windows 
traditional sash and case with, 
originally, small panes. 
Early shopfronts have openings 
separated by masonry piers. 

 
 

 

 

40 Main Street, left, is a good example of the surviving earlier 
tenements, mostly dating from the late 17th or early 18th 
centuries. They tend to be plain, symmetrical or regular at 
upper levels and , in some cases, small scale openings at ground 
level, as can be seen in the McGrory photograph above. In this 
case the ground floor openings have been enlarged, possibly 
later in the 19th C, possibly around the time the over-sized 
Victorian dormers were added.  



  
Campbeltown Conservation Area Appraisal 

 

 Final Draft_A_12 January 2008
 

51

2.4.2 Early Houses 
Kirk Street contains a number of good quality houses, dating 
from the early 19th C. 58-60 is, perhaps, the best preserved of 
these, however several others are of note. 

   
 Roofs are slated and have projecting wallheads with stone copes 

and prominent chimneys which are usually harled but also have 
stone copes. High quality ashlar stonework is rare – 50-52 Kirk 
Street has “squared and cherry-caulked rubble walls to Kirk 
Street, roughcast walls to sides and rear, ashlar dressings. Base 
course and lintel course at eaves. Raised margins to windows 
and framing street elevation, projecting cills” (Historic 
Scotland). More commonly elevations are rendered or harled. 
Dormers are not always present. Earlier dormers tend to be 
smaller, as in the middle photograph, above, and often larger 
bay-fronted dormers were added later in the 19th C. 
Windows were timber sash and case, with small panes (usually 6 
pane over six pane). Windows with larger single paned sashes are 
often later alterations, while modern replacements are often in 
unsympathetic PVC, and the fake astragals, left above, are 
regrettable. 
Timber panelled doors with fanlights are customary. 
 

2.4.3 Mid 19th C Building styles – Civic Buildings and Churches 
 The Sheriff Court House (1869-71) and nearby police station 

demonstrate the more individualistic design of the civic buildings 
of the period.   

The architecture follows various styles 
(French Gothic in this case) and is often 
richly detailed. Building materials are 
good quality – slate roofs and sandstone 
walling, in this case rough faced ashlar 
but with many dressed or carved stone 
details. Other buildings, such as the 
nearby Royal bank follow a more classical 
style with smooth faced ashlar.  
Windows are usually sash and case, but 
by mid-century plate glass became more 
common and windows have large pane 
configurations. 
The widespread use of good quality, well 
detailed original construction is notable. 
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St Kieran’s RC Chapel (1849-50) and adjacent Chapel House 
(1880) are good examples of the use of ashlar stonework. 

2.4.4 Mid - later 19th C Building styles – Tenements 

 

There are several tenements in the town centre built to a 
straightforward urban pattern, common throughout the towns of 
Scotland at this time, 3 or four stories in height, generously 
proportioned, with large windows (typically with larger panes as 
glass technology advanced). Detailing is competent with well 
proportioned elevations and elements such as hood mouldings, 
and dressed stone window surrounds. The use of cast iron beams 
permitted large spans at ground floor – many shops retain the 
original configuration, although the example, left, shows a 
common alteration where the facia has been deepened, hiding 
the original detail. Several retain the original storm doors and 
security shutters which are distinctive architectural elements. 
Buildings such as this contribute to the general townscape in a 
well-mannered, modest way, lacking the panache of the later, 
more flamboyant Glasgow style of buildings. 
 

2.4.5 Late 19th / early 20th C Building styles – Tenements 

 

The town’s prosperity at this time, together with its regular 
steamship links to Glasgow and other Clyde ports and the 
influence of Glasgow based architects produced a number of 
good quality tenement buildings. These generally have 
prominent corner features and quite highly modeled facades, 
often with red sandstone used for the the dressed stone 
architectural features and either red sandstone or contrasting 
buff/grey sandstone walling. Shop fronts are prominent features 
of these buildings. 
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2.4.6 Late 19th / early 20th C Building styles – Civic Buildings 
 These have been described above in section 2.04.02 and include 

such notable buildings as the Christian Institute (Henry Clifford), 
and the ‘A’ listed, former Public Library and Museum by John 
James Burnet. 

 
 

2.4.6 Early 20th C Building styles  
The cinema is prominent as a distinctive example of a new 
building type. It is ‘A’ listed and was built in 1913. 

 
Old Picture House, Hall Street 
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2.05 PUBLIC REALM AND URBAN SPACES 
Key spaces within the urban area 
Main Street 
The Town Centre of Campbeltown is urban in character, quite 
tightly built up and comprising a network of streets of varying 
widths, generally lined with buildings which are either terraced 
or built relatively tightly together. 
Other than the Pierhead (and to an extent the peripheral 
triangular green formed by Argyll Street/St John Place and 
Stewart Road) formal urban spaces do not exist in terms of the 
squares or broader market places found in many of Scotland’s 
town. Historically the main urban space that acted as a focus for 
civic activities was Main Street. It scale and breadth are referred 
to in early accounts of the town and the archive photographs 
from the 19th and early 20th C reinforce the view that the street, 
centred on the Town Hall (with Campbeltown Cross also at that 
location) served as a focus for the town’s activities. 

 

 

 

 
Main Street is dominated by pedestrian movement. The Pierhead, in the 
distance, is a rather poorly defined space. 

 
Today, the Pierhead has more definition, framed in part by the Royal Hotel. 
Although the street has retained the same widths of pavement and carriageway 
it is dominated by vehicles and the build-outs and pavement surfaces are of very 
poor quality. The Town Cross is located in a roundabout at Pierhead. 
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Old Quay head 
The pierhead and waterfront, although a hub of activity in terms 
of fishing, commerce and transport, appears, historically, to 
have been regarded as a mainly working area. Although the Old 
Quay was built at a relatively early date (during the first half of 
the 18th C) the waterfront on each side was, until quite late the 
tidal shoreline. The head of the loch became quite polluted 
during the 18th and 19th centuries and there are many references 
to the unpleasant smells emanating from this area due to the 
discharge of distillery waste and the presence of sewage.  The 
extent of the fishing fleet and amount of fish arriving at the pier 
must also have produced a distinctive smell. 

 

The Pierhead and adjacent 
shore changed towards the 
end of the 19th C when 
tourism increased, 
accompanied by a number of 
major changes including the 
enclosure of the head of the 
loch to form  Kinloch Public 
Park (completed in the 
1890’s) and the reclamation 
of land and building of sea 
walls alongside and between 
the Old and New Quays at 
around the same period. The 
building of the Christian 
Institute (1885), Royal 
Avenue mansions, Hall 
Street (1900) and finally the 
Royal Hotel (1907) gave the 
area the present sense of 
enclosure and definition. 

 

Sadly the area is dominated by traffic. The Campbeltown Cross is 
isolated in the middle of a busy roundabout and the space is not 
pedestrian friendly. The nature of the space effectively cuts off 
the quay head from the activity of the town. Given the activity 
which takes place around the pier and the attraction of the 
various marine activities this is much to be regretted. 
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Harvey’s Lane/Cross Street/Burnside Street/Union Street 
Square. 
This square came into being as late as 1971, when buildings in 
the centre were cleared away. The result is a potentially 
pleasant urban space, bounded by some of the town’s 
interesting listed buildings and with shops and public houses 
giving life to the area. It is on well frequented pedestrian routes 
and its scale and orientation make it a sheltered sunny space. 
Unfortunately it is laid out as a car park which detracts from its 
potential contribution to the streetscape of Sampbeltown. The 
surfaces are also of poor quality and are designed to suit 
vehicular movement rather than pedestrians. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Big Kiln Street/Burnside Street 
More of a crossroads than an urban space, yet the area has the 
potential to tie together some of the elements within the town 
centre, such as the former Free Church School, Heritage Centre 
and the corner of Glebe Street with the more defined urban 
centre along Burnside Street. It is however dominated by traffic. 
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St John Street/Argyll Street and Stewart Road 
A pleasant green space close to the town centre, marred by the 
excessive areas of asphalt and pavoirs and by the poor quality 
build-outs in St John Street.  

 

 
 New Quay Street/Kilkerran Road 

Another pleasant green space, again with excessive areas of 
roadway in comparison to the area of soft landscaping. 
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Networks of Lanes and closes 
• There are a few remaining public lanes and closes linking 

streets. These include: 
• Well Close – very much a lane serving the Springbank Distillery, 

although providing a useful connection between Longrow and 
Glebe Street. A square has developed in the centre, but it is 
poorly surfaced and used for car parking. Generally the 
surfaces and lighting are of poor quality. 

 
• Kinloch Road to Bolgam Street – a narrow and claustrophobic 

lane alongside the Victoria Hall 
• Kinloch Road to Longrow – another narrow and claustrophobic 

lane with a poor environment 
• Dell Road to Glebe Street -  a small and undistinguished lane. 

 
Generally the lanes and closes are poorly surfaced and lit with 
some serving more as vehicle access rather than of benefit to 
pedestrians. Generally they make little contribution to the 
townscape, but are important survivors of earlier street patterns 
and could easily be improved.  
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Small private closes and spaces 
There are numerous back gardens or enclosed drying greens, 
mostly located behind buildings and not playing a significant role 
in defining the character of the town, other than that they 
reflect the spacing of the, generally fairly dense, urban fabric. 
Occasionally glimpses are obtained of small private spaces such 
as at Fleming’s Land. These often create a small haven within 
the built fabric. 

 
 

 

Boundary Walls 
Stone boundary walls are an important element of the town 
centre, particularly towards the outer edges of the central built 
up core, where walls often continue the street pattern. 

 

 

In some streets garden walls enclose small front gardens and 
define the extent of the property. These often comprise low 
walls with dressed stone copes and solid stone gate piers. These 
were probably fitted with cast iron railings and gates, however 
most of these are now missing. In some cases hedges have been 
grown while in others modern steel railings have been fitted. 
These lack the formality of the original. 
In the Kilkerran Road area the importance of boundary walls and 
railings increases as a means of defining property divisions and, 
as a result, contributing to the character of this more generously 
laid out area, see below.  
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2.06 TREES AND LANDSCAPING 
 Although the centre of the town is built up with few trees within 

the principal streets, the town’s landscape setting provides a 
distinctive backdrop, so that trees and green spaces are often 
seen in the distance framed between buildings. In several places 
there are sufficient garden spaces to allow trees to become part 
of the town. From outside the centre, for example from across 
the bay, below, this relationship between urban fabric and 
landscape is apparent. 

  
 
 

 

Trees have become established in a number of the smaller 
spaces around the town centre and help soften the built fabric. 
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Towards the south east where the nature of development 
changes to larger scale villas, trees become increasingly 
important and are an integral part of the conservation area. 
They also define the boundary at the top of the bank behind 
Kilkerran Road, between the conservation area and the later 
houses and fields beyond, as seen from outside the area, looking 
north, below.  

 
 Quarry Green, created on reclaimed land has become an 

important green space along the waterfront at Kilkerran Road 
and provides both a significant public green space and a good 
setting for the elegant villas along Kilkerran Road. 
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